
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
FORT LAUDERDALE DIW SION

CASE NO. 23-60019-CR-SINGHAL

UNITED STATES OF AM ERICA

VS.

VLADIM IR SAINT-HILAIRE,

Defendant.

PLEA AGREEM ENT

The United States Attorney's Office for the Southern District of Florida (collectively, ûEthis

Office''l and Vladimir Saint-Hilaire (hereinafter referred to as the GGDefendanf') enter into the

following agreement:

The Defendant agrees to plead guilty to Counts 1 and 23 of the Indictment, which

counts charges the Defendant with conspiracy to comm it bank fraud and wire fraud, in violation

of Title l 8, United States Code, Section 1349 (Count 1), and aggravated identity theft, in violation

of Title 1 8, United States Code, Section 1028A(a)(1) (Count 23).

This Office agrees to seek dismissal of the remaining counts of the Indictment, as

to this Defendant only, after sentencing.

The Defendant is aware that the sentence will be imposed by the Court after

considering the advisory Federal Srntencing Guidelines and Policy Statements (hereinafter

ttsentencing Guidelines'). The Defendant acknowledges and understands that the Court will

compute an advisory sentence under the Sentencing Guidelines and that the applicable guidelines

will be determined by the Court, relying in part on the results of a pre-sentence investigation by

the Court's probation office, which investigation will commence after the guilty plea has been

Case 0:23-cr-60119-AHS   Document 90   Entered on FLSD Docket 01/30/2024   Page 1 of 6



entered. The Defendant is also aware that, under certain circumstances, the Court may depart

from the advisory sentencing guideline range that it has computed, and may raise or lower that

advisory sentence under the Sentencing Guidelines. The Defendant is further aware and

understands that the Court is required to consider the advisory guideline range determined under

the Sentencing Guidelines, but is not bound to impose a sentence within that advisory range; the

Court is permitted to tailor the ultimate sentence in light of other statutory concerns, and such

sentence may be either more severe or less severe than the Sentencing Guidelines' advisory range.

Knowing these facts, the Defendant understands and acknowledges that the Court has the authority

to impose any sentence within and up to the statutory maximum authorized by law for the offenses

identified in paragraph 1 and. that the Defendant may not withdraw the plea solely as a result of

the sentence imposed.

4. The Defendant also understands and acknowledges that, as to Count l , the Court

may impose a statutory maximum term of imprisonment of up to thirty (30) years, followed by a

term of supervised release of up to five (5) years. In addition to a term of imprisonment and

supervised release, the Court may impose a fine of up to $1,000,000 or twice the gross pecuniary

gain or loss, whichever is greater, and may order forfeiture and restitution. As to Count 23, the

Court must impose a sentence of two (2) years' imprisonment, which shall run consecutive to any

term of imprisonment imposed for Count 1, and may also impose a term of supervised release up

to one (1) year and a fine of up to $250,000.

5. The Defendant further understands and acknowledges that, in addition to any

sentence imposed under paragraph 4 of this agreement, a special assessment in the amount of $200

will be imposed on the Defendant. The Defendant agrees that any special assessment imposed
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shall be paid at the time of sentencing. If the Defendant is financially unable to pay the special

assessment, the Defendant agrees to present evidence to this Office and the Court at the time of

sentencing as to the reasons for the Defendant's failure to pay.

This Office reserves the right to inform the Court and the probation office of alI

facts pertinentto the sentencing process, including aII relevant information concerning the offenses

comm itted, whether charged or not, as well as concerning the Defendant and the Defendant's

background. Subject only to the express terms of any agreed-upon sentencing recommendations

contained in this agreement, this Office further reserves the right to make any recommendation as

to the quality and quantity of punishment.

This Office agrees that it will recommend at sentencing that the Court redtlce by

two (2) levels the sentencing guideline level applicable to the Defendant's offense, pursuant to

Section 3El .1 (a) of the Sentencing Guidelines, based upon the Defendant's recognition and

affirmative and timely acceptance of personal responsibility. If at the time of sentenctng the

Defendant's offense level is determined to be 16 or greater, this Office will file a motion requesting

an additional one (l) Ievel decrease pursuant to Section 3E1 .1(b) of the Sentencing Guidelines,

stating that the Defendant has assisted authorities in the investigation or prosecution of the

Defendant's own m isconduct by timely notifying authorities of the Defendant's intention to enter

a plea of guilty, thereby permitting the government to avoid preparing for trial and permitting the

government and the Court to allocate their resources efticiently. This Office, however, will not

be required to make this motion if the Defendant: (1) fails or refuses to make a 111, accurate, and

complete disclosure to the probation oftice of the circumstances surrounding the relevant offense

conduct; (2) is found to have misrepresented facts to the government prior to entering into this plea
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agreement; or (3) commits any misconduct aûer entering into this plea agreement, including, but
' 

not Iimited to, committing a state or federal offense, violating any term of release, or making false

statements or misrepresentations to any governmental entity or ofticial.

8. This Oftice and the Defendant agree that, although not binding on the probation

oftice or the Court, they will jointly recommend that the Court make the following findings and

conclusions as to the sentence to be imposed:

(a) That the base offens! level is 7, pursuant to Section 28 l .1 (a)(1);

(b) That the relevant amount of adual, probable, or intended loss under Section

2B1.l (b)(1) of the Sentencing Guidelines resulting from the èffense

corizmitted in this case is more than $1 ,500,000 and less than $3,500,000,

resulting in an increase of 16 levels pursuant to Section 2B1 .1(b)(1)(I);

That the offense involved 10 or more victims, resulting in an increase of 2

Ievels pursuant to Section 2B1.1(b)(2)(A)(i);

(d) That the offende involved the production or trafficking of any unauthorized

access device or counterfeit access device, resulting in an increase of 2 levels

pursuant to Section 2B l .1(b)(2)(1 1)(B); and

(e) That the Defendant was a minor participant in the criminal activity, resulting

in a decrease of 2 Ievels pursuant to Section 38 1 .2(b).

9. The Defendant is aware that the sentence has not yet been determ ined by the Court.

The Defendant also is aware that any estimate of the probable sentencing range or sentence that

the Defendant may receive, whether that estimate comes from the Defendant's attorney
, this

Office, or the probation oftke, is a prediction, not a promise, and is not binding on this Office, the
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probation office, or the Court. The Defendant understands and acknowledges, as previously

acknowledged in paragraph 3 above, that the Defendant may not withdraw his plea based upon the

Court's decision not to accept a sentencing recommendation made by the Defendant, this Office,

or a recommendation madejointly by the Defendant and this Office.

1 0. The Defendant stipulates and agrees that he owes restitution in the amount of

$3,097,825 jointly and severally with co-defendants Patrick Ductant and Kervens Saint-ldilaire.

The Defendant is aware that Title 28, United States Code, Section l29 l and Title

18, United States Code, Section 3742 afford the Defendant the right to appeal the sentence imposed

in this case. Acknowledging this, in exchange for the undertakings made by the United States in

this plea agreement, the Defendant hereby waives aII rights conferred by Sections l 291 and 3742

to appeal any sentence imposed, including any restitution order, or to appeal the manner in which

the sentence was imposed, unless the sentence exceeds the maximum permitted by statute or is the

result of an upward departure and/or an upward variance from the advisory guideline range that

the Court establishes at sentencing. The Defendant further understands that nothing in this

agreement shall affect the government's right and/or duty to appeal as set forth in Title 1 8, United

States Code, Section 1742(b) and Title 28, United States Code, Section 129 l . However, if the

United States appeals the Defendant's sentence pursuant to Sections 3742(b) and 129 1 , the

Defendant shall be rele#sed from the above waiver of his right to appeal his sentence. The

Defendant further hereby waives all rights conferred byTitle 28, United States Code, Section l 291

to assert any claim that (1) the statute to which the Defendant is pleading guilty is unconstitutional',

and/or (2) the admitted conduct does not fall within the scope of the statute of conviction. By

signing this agreement, the Defendant acknowledges that the Defendant has discussed the appeal
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waiver set forth in this agreement with the Defendant's attorney. The Defendant further agrees,

together with this Office, to request that the Court enter a specific finding that the Defendant's

waiver of his right to appeal the sentence imposed in this case and his rightto appeal his conviction

in the manner described above was knowing and voluntary.

12. This is the entire agreement and understanding between this Office and the

Defendant. There are no other agreements, promises, representations, or understandings.

oate: #? X >L.

M ARKENZY LAPOINTE
UNITED STATES AW ORNEY ,'

By:
DAVI A. SNID
ASS STANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

l /Aq Ià. 1-Date:

t/ATl'2>-rlate:

NNY W ILSON
ASSISTANT FEDERAL PUBLIC DEFENDER
ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANT

ADIM IR SAINT-HILAIRE
DEFENDANT
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