
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTH ERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

CASE NO .
18 U.S.C. j 371
18 U.S.C. j 981

UNITED STATES OF AM ERICA

VS.

ELISA RIVERA,

Defendant.
/

JNFORM ATION

The United States Attorlley charges that:

GENER AL ALLEGATIONS

k
At a1l tim es m aterial to this lnformation:

1. The United States Small Business Administration (ç1SBA'') was an agency of the

executive bi anch of the Government of the United States. The mission of the SBA was to maintain

and strengthen the

businesses and by assisting in the economic recovery of commtmities after disasters.

nation's economy by enabling the establishment and viability of small

The Coronaviz'us Aid, Relief, and Economic Sectlrity (KCCARES'') Act was a federal

1aw enacted in or arotmd M arch 2020 and designed to provide em ergency financial assistance to

the m illions of Americans who were suffering the economic effects caused by the COV1D -19

pandem ic. The CARES Act authorized and provided f'unding to the SBA to provide Econom ic
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Injury Disaster Loans (1GElDLs'') to eligible small businesses, including sole propdetorships and

independent contractors, experiencing substantial financial disruptions due to the COV1D-19

pandemic to allow them to meet financial obligations and operating expenses that could have been

met had the disaster not occurred. These COV1D-19 EIDLS included the possibility of an advance

of up to $10,000 for qualifying applicants. The applicant was not obligated to repay tllis adkance.

ln order to obtain a COV1D-19 EIDL, a qualifying for-profit business was required

to submit an EIDL application to the SBA and provide information about its operations, such as

the nllmber of employees, gross revenues, and the cost of goods sold for the lz-month period

preceding January 31, 2020. The applicant also was required to certify under penalty of perjury

that a11 the information in the application was true and correct.

EIDL applications were subm itted directly to and processed by the SBA. The

amount of the advance and the amotmt of the loan approved were determined based, in pét't, on

the information provided in the application concerning the number of employees, gross revenues,

and cost of goods sold. Any EIDL funds were issued directly by the United States governm ent to

the applicant's barlk account.

Defendant ELISA RIVERA was a resident of Miami-Dade Cotmty, Florida, who

was employed f'ull-time by the M inmi-Dade Police Depnrfm ent in a civilian position as an

Administrative Officer.

6. Financial Institution 1 was a bank that did business throughout the United States,

including in Florida and Georgia.

lndividual 1 was a resident of Cherokee County, Georgia.
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COUNT 1
Conspiracy to Com m it W ire Fraud

(18 U.S.C. j 371)

Paragraphs 1 thzough 7 of the General Allegations section of this lnformation aze

re-alleged and incorporated by reference as through fully set forth herein.

2. From on or about July 1, 2020, and continuing through on or about August 31,

2020, in Miami-Dade Cotmty, in the Southem District of Florida, and elsewhere, the defendant,

ELISA RIVERA,

did willfully, that is, with the intent to further the object of the conspiracy, and knowingly combine,

conspire, confederate, and agzee with lndividual 1 and with others lcnown and l'nknown to the

United States At4orney, to knowingly, and with the intent to defraud, devise, and intend to devise,

a schem e and artifice to defraud, and to obtain m oney and property by m eans of m aterially false

and âaudulent pretenses, representations, and promises, knowing that the pretenses,

representations, and prom ises were false and fraudulent when m ade, and, for the purpose of

executing the scheme and artifice, did knowingly t'ransmit and cause to be transmitted, by means

of wire commtmication in interstate commerce, certain m itings, signs, signals, picmres and

sotmds, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1343.

PURPOSE OF TH E CONSPIM CY

The purpose the co'ùspiracy Nvas for the defendant and her co-conspirators to

'lnlawfully emich themselves by, among other things: (a) submitting and causing the submission

of false and fraudulent applications to the SBA to obtain EIDL advances and loans to which they

were not entitled and (b) offering, paying, and receiving kickbacks in rettu'n for the submission of

3
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these false and fraudulent EIDL applications.

THE M ANNER AND M EANS OF THE CONSPIM CY

The manner and means by which ELISA RIVERA and her co-conspirators sought to

accomplish the object and purpose of the conspiracy included, among others, the following:

4. ELISA RIVERA. Individual 1, and other co-conspirators submitted and caused

the submission to the SBA of fraudulent EIDL applications, via interstate wire communications.

Individual 1 submitted to the SBA, on behalf of ELISA RIVERA, via interstate

wire commlmications, an EIDL application stating that she was an independent contractor alld

100% owner of a for-profit business operating under the name (GElisa Rivera.'' That application,

which Individual 1 submitted to SBA with the agreement of RIVEILA and for RIVERA'S benefit,

falsely and fraudulently certified that the business named GcElisa Rivera'' was established on or

about March 1, 2017. It also falsely certified that for the twelve (12) month period prior to January

31, 2020, that business had gross revenues of $325,446 and twelve (12) employees.

6. ln actuality, and as ELISA RIVERA and lndividual 1 knew, RIVERA did not own

any business, was not an independent contractor, and had no business gross revenues or employees.

lnstead, throughout 2019 and 2020, ELISA RIVERA was a full-time civilian employee of the

Minmi-Dade Police Department working as all Administrative Officer and receiving a full-time

salary from M iami-Dade County. As a result of this false and fraudulent EIDL application, the

SBA disbursed a $10,000 advance and $61,200 in loan proceeds via Electronic Funds Transfers to

ELISA RIVERA'S accotmt at Financial lnstitution 1. These Electronic Funds Transfers involved

the use of interstate wire com munications.

4
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7. After having lndividual 1 submit the fraudulent EIDL application on her behalf,

ELISA RIVERA offered to, and did, submit fraudulent EIDL applications to the SBA on behalf

of a limited group of other individuals (ççthe Applicants'') who also did not own small businesses

atld did not qualify for EIDL relief. lt was the intent of ELISA RIVERA and the Applicants to

obtain for the Applicants the $10,000 EIDL advances from the SBA, but not to obtain any

additional loan amotmt.

8. In exchange for submitting these fraudulent EIDL applications to the SBA, ELISA

IRIVERA charged Applicants a fee of up to $1,000 each.

OVERT ACTS

In furtherance of the conspiracy, and to accomplish its object and purpose, at least one of

the co-conspirators committed and caused to be committed, in the Southern District of Florida and

elsewhere, at least one of the following overt acts, am ong others:

1. On or about July 3, 2020, lndividual 1 electronically submitted an EIDL application

to the SBA on behalf of GçElisa ltivera'' that contained false representations as to the existence of

the business, its gross revenues, and the number of employees it had.

2. On or about July 3, 2020, ELISA RIVER A electronically subm itted an EIDL

application to the SBA on behalf of one of the Applicants that contained false representations as

to the existence of a small business, its gross revenues, and the ntlmber of employees it had.

3. On or about July 7, 2020, ELISA ItlVEIRA requested and received $500 from one

of the Applicants as a fee for submitting the EIDL application on their behalf.

5
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On or about July 7, 2020,ELISA RIVEI:A electronically submitted an EIDL

application to the SBA on behalf of one of the Applicants that contained false representations as

to the existence of a small business, its gross revenues, and the number of employees it had.

5. On or about July 8, 2020, ELISA RIVERA electrorlically submitted an EIDL

application to the SBA on behalf of one of the Applicants that contained false representations as

to the existence of a small business, its gross revenues, and the number of employees it had.

Al1 in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 371.

FORFEITIJRE ALLEGATIONS

1. The allegations of this Information are hereby re-alleged and by tllis reference fully

incorporated herein for the purpose of alleging forfeitlzre to the United States of America of certain

property in which the defendant, ELISA RIVER A, has an interest.

Upon conviction of a conspiracy to commit a violation of Title 18, United States

Code, Section 1343, as alleged in this Information, the defendant, ELISA 'RIVER A., shall forfeit

to the United States any property, real or personal, whioh constimtes or is derived from proceeds

traeeable to suc.h offense, pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Sedion 981(a)(1)(C).

6
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A11 pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Section 98 1(a)(1)(C), and the procedures set

forth in Title 21, United States Code, Section 853, as incop orated by Title 28, United States Code,

Section 2461(c).

1

JUA ANTONIO G ZM EZ
UN TATES ATTORN EY

/9nZ.- y- J<.
W ARD N . STAY

ASSISTAN T UNITED S ATES ATTORNEY
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UNITED STATESDISTRICT Cole f
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OFFLORIDA

UM TED STATESOFAM ERICA CASE NO.

V.

CERTIFICATE OF TRIAL ATTORNEY.
Elisa Rivera S

uperseding Case Information:
Defendant. /

CourtDivision:tselect One) New defendantts) I--I Yes I--I No
(Z Miami r-llley West F-IFTL Numberof newdefendants
F-IWPB IN FTP Totalnumberofcounts

1. 1 have carefully considered the allegations of the indictment, the number of defendants, the number of probable
witnesses and the legal complexities of the Indictmentfnformation attached hereto.

2. I am aware that the information supplied on this statement will be relied upon by the Judges of this Court in
setling their calendars and scheduling criminal trials under the mandate of the Speedy Trial Act,

Title 28 U.S.C. Section 3161.

3. Interpreter: (Yes or No) No
List language and/or dialect

4. This case will take 0 days for the parties to try.

5. Please check appropriate category and type of offense listedbelow:
(Check ànly one) (Check only one)

1 0 to 5 d ay s Eqd P etty E7l
11 6 to 10 days EqI Minor EEI
1ll 11 to 20 days ErI Misdemeanor ID
IV 21 to 60 days (7q Felony Iz
V 61 days and over IZ
6. Has this case previously been filed in this District Court? (Yes or No) No
If yes: Judge Case No.

(Atlach copy of dispositive order)
Has a complaint been filed in this matter? (Yes or No) No
lf yes: Magistrate Case No.
Related m iscellaneous numbers:

Defendantts) in federal custody as of
Defendantts) in state custody as of
Rule 20 from the District of

Is this a potential death penalty case? (Yes or No) No
7. Does this case originate from a m atter pending in the Central Region of the U.S. Attorney's Office priorto
August 9, 2013 (Mag. Judge Alicia 0. Valle)? (Yes or No) No

8. Does this case originate from a m atter pending in the Northern Region of the U.S. Attorney's Office priorto
August 8, 2014 (Mag. Judge Shaniek Maynard? (Yes or No) No

9. Does this case originate from a m atter pending in the Central Region of the U.S. Attorney's Office prior to
October 3, 2019 (Mag. Judge Jared Strauss)? (Yes or No) No

A .

ward N. Stam m
ssistant United States ttorne

FLA Bar No. 373826

*penalty Sheetts) attachi REV 3/19/2 1
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UM TED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

PENALTY SHEET

Defendant's Nam e: Elisa Rivera

Count 1

Conspiracy to Commit W ire Fraud

18 U.S.C. 5 371

M ax. Penalty: Five years imprisonment; three years supervised release; $250,000 fine
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AO 455 (Rev. 01/09) Waiver of an Indictment

UM TED STATES D ISTRICT COIJRT
for the

Southem District of Florida

)
) Case No.
)
)

oepndant )

W AIVER OF AN INDICTM ENT

l understand that 1 have been accused of one or more offenses punishable by imprisonment for more than one
year. 1 was advised in open coul't of my rights and tlze nature of the proposed charges against me.

United States of America
M.

Elisa Rivera

After receiving this advice, 1 waive my right to prosecution by indictment and consent to prosecution by
informatiolz.

Date:
Defendant 's signahtre

Signature ofde#ndant 's attorney

Michael Mirer, Esq.
Printed name ofdefendant 's attorney

Judge 's â'fgntmfre
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