
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

CASE NO. 1:24mj03358 Goodman

IN RE SEALED COM PLAINT
/

CRIM INAL COVER SHEET

1 . D id tlnis nnatter originate frolm a lmatter pending in the Nol-thern Region of tlne United States
Attorney's Office prior to August 8, 20 1 4 (klag. Jbldge Shaniek kl, Maynardl? No

Did this matter originate from a matter pending in the Central Region of the United States
Attorney's Office prior to October 3, 20 1 9 (Mag. Judge Jared M. Strauss)? No

Did this matter involve the participation of or consultation with M agistrate Judge Edblardo
I . Sanchez during his tenure at the U,S. Attorney's Office, which concluded on January 22,
20237 No

Did this matter involve the participation of or consuhation now M agistrate Judge M arty
Fulgueira Elfenbein during her tenure at the U.S. Attorney's Office, which concluded on
M arch 5, 20247 No

Respectfully submitted,

M ARKENZY LAPOINTE
UN ITED STATES ATTORN EY

ZD
Daniel Bernstein
Assistant United States Attorney
Florida Bar No. 00 1 7973
United States Attorney's Office
99 Northeast Fotlrth Street
M iam i, Florida 33 l 32-2 1 1 1
Tel.: (305) 96 1-9169
Email: Daniel.Bel-nstein@usdoj.gov
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Case No. 1:24mj03358 Goodman

MALAINA CHAPMAN,
':'
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CRIMINAL COMPLAINT BY TELEPHONE ()It O'FHER RELIABLE ELECTRONIC M EANS

l . tlqe conlplaillalll' iIl this case. state tllat tlpe lblloïvi ng is trLl(l to the best o1- 11'1), knowledge and Lelief-,

On or alnout the dalets) ol- Februaw 1o, 2021- Februaw 2022 iI1 tlle coulqty of Miami-Dade il: the

Soqthern Dislrict cl- Flcrida . tlle defbndantts) vielated :

Code uvtpc//cp? O
.fjk z/zyf.l Descrlption

18 U.S.C. j 1349 Conspiracy to Commit Wire Fraud
18 U.S.C. 5 1343 Wire Fraud
1 8 U.S.C. j 1344 Bank Fraud

'Fhis crilninal colmplaint is based on tllese f'acts:

SEE AU ACHED AFFIDAVIT.

W Contintled on tlle atlached sheet,
g'
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Cv:is Wilk-ipq, .spqstal. Agq!?J,-kl%.e,.$..cO..!G. . . .. .., ,..
Primed ??tw??E' and nWe

Attested to by tlle Applicant in accordance with the reqtlirelments of Fed;R.Crim.P. 4 1 by Face Time
#/
/

' 

p'
z/ z z'

Date: 7/3/24 ; / (j;' -------.: 
.
lllctL;ét ,,; s--tï-stt:i, ,,/,.(,

City and state: Miami, Florfda Holgprlble-tlpnqtp-lllpygdm.pnp U-q-jjl,d stym-Mjhiyjlyje Ju-j-ge
lgt-it'l (>fï ,1 cllllt? (J) lrï t it /(z
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AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF CRIM INAL COM PLAINT

1, Curtis W ilkins, being duly sworn, depose and state as follows'.

lntroduction

Purpose of the Affidavis

I am a Special Agent with the United States Postal Service-office of Inspector

General (USPS-OIG) and have been since 20 l 4. Prior to working at USPS-OIG, l was

employed as a Special Agent with the United States Department of 1-1ea1th and l-lblman Services,

Office of Inspector General (HHS-OIG) fron; 2005 to 20 14. ln these positions I have been

involved in hundreds of fraud investigations involving 14ea1th care fraud, money laundering and

Federal workers compensation frabld. I al'n currently assigned to a group that investigates

worlkers col-npensation fraud and other federal offenses colum itted by USPS employees. 1 have

been the affiant on numerous prior search warrants and have been involved in the executiol'l of

DLImCI-O L1S Seal*cln Warrants .

This affidavit is made in support of a criminal complaint charging M ALAINA

CHAPMAN (hereinafter referred to as the ECCHAPMAN').

The information contained in this Affidavit is based on, al-nong other things, my

partic ipation in the investigation described herein, lmy reviesv of the relevant doculments and

emails, information obtained from law enforcement officers and others, and knowledge gained

from my training and experience. Because 1 subm it this Affidavit for the limited purpose of

establishing probable cause, it does not set fbrth a1I of l'ny knowledge about this matter.

4. Based on my training and experience) and the facts set forth in this Affidavit, J

subm it that there is probable cause to believe that the defendant committed a num ber of federal
y 

'

offenses including conspiracy to columit wire fraud, in violation of Title 1 8, United States Code,
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and bank frabld in violation of Title 1 8, United States Code, Section l 344.

PROBABLE CAUSE

w as a

federal law enacted in or around M arch 2020 designed to provide emergency Gnancial assistancc

to tlne millions of Americans who suffered the economic effects caused by the COVID- l 9

pandemic.

One soblrce of relief provided by the CARES Act was a progralm called the

P,aycheck Protection Program (((PPP''), which authorized forgivable loans to small businesses for

The Coronavirtls Aid,

job retention and cel-tain other expenses. In order to obtain a PPP loan, a qualifyîng business was

reqtlired to submit a PPP loan application, which was signed by an authorized representative of

the business. The PPP loan apjlication required the business to acknowledge the program rules

and certif'y its el igibil ity. A sole proprietorship was likewise required to submit a PPP loan

application, which was signed by an authorized representative of the business. The PPP Ioan

applications required the sole proprietorship (throtlgh its authorized representative)

acknowledge the progral'n rules and make certain affirmative certifications in order to be eligible

to obtain a PPP loan. ln the PPP loan application (Sma1l Business Administration (SBA) Form

2483-C, a sole proprietorslnip without employees (through its authorized representative) was

required to provide, among other things, the total almount of gross incolme as reported on the

20 1 9 or 2020 1RS Form 1 040 Schedule C, line 7 (çcschedule C''). This figure was used to

calculate the amount of money the sole proprietorship was eligibie to receive under the PPP.

The PPP allowed the interest and principal on the PPP loan to be entirely forgiven

if the btlsiness spent the loan proceeds on certain permissible expense item s within a designated
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period of time aftel- receiving tlne proceeds and used a certain amount of the PPP loan proceeds

on payroll expenses.

8. W hen a PPP lender disburses a PPP loan, the lender sends an electronic

transmission fiom one (1) of tw0 (2) SBA computer servers located in the State (?f- Virginia.

The City of M iami Emergency Rental Assistance program was a Covid- 1 9 relief

program designed to help M iami residents facing economic hardship caused by the Covid- l 9

pandemic to pay their rent.

The State of Florida also had an Emergency Rental Assistance Program that was

adm inistered by the Florida Department of Children and Fam ilies and designed to help Residents

of the State of Florida facing economic hardship caused by the Covid- l 9 pandemic to pay their

rent.

Credit Union 1 was a credit union that extended traditional banking services to

residents of M iami-Dade County and elsewhere. Credit Union 1 was an institution that is insblred

by the National Credit Union Adm inistration.

Lender 1 , based in Laguna Hills, California, and was an SBA- approved lender of

PPP Leans.

Lender 2, based in Lake M ary, Florida, and was an SBA-approved lender of PPP

loans.

Lender 3, based in New York, New York, and was an SBA-approved lender of

PPP loans.

Lender 4, based in Coral Gables, Florida, and was an SBA-approved lelpder of

PPP loans.

Financial Technology Company 1 , based in San Francis'co, California, provided
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identification verification servîces to Lenders l , 2 and 4.

Individblal l was a resident of Brevard Coblnty, Florida.

M blseum 1 was a l'nuseum located in M iami-Dade Coblnty, F lorîda.

CHAPMAN was employed as a Disaster Relief Specialist with the SBA from

September 28, 2020, through her resignation on M arch 1 8, 202 l .

20. DA TRAP LLC (CIDA TRAP'') was a corporation organized under the laws of the

State of Florida. According to SUN BIZ, CHAPM AN was listed as the M anager of the company.

Upscalc Credit Lounge, LLC (ttupscale Credit Lounge'') was a corporation

organized under the laws ofh the State of Florida. According to Sblnbiz, CHAPM AN was listed as

the M anager of the corporation.

22. lndividual 2, waq CHAPM AN 'S mother who died on M ay 2O, 2020.

Individblal 3 was a resident of M iami-Dade County.

CHAPM AN'S ROLE IN W IRE FRAUD CONSPIM CY CHARGED IN
CASE NO. 24-20079-CR-FAM

24. 0n May 30. 2024, a grand jury sitling in the Soutlnern District of- Florida rettlrned

a Sblpel-sedil-lg Indictlment against Raisha Kelly and five (5) other individuals in case nunnber 24-

20079-CR-FAM(s). lnsulm, the Superseding Indictment clnarged that Kelly submitted al'ld

caused the submission of false and fraudulent inforluation and documentation in support of PPP

loan applications, including falsified Internal Revenue Service (ç$lRS'') forlus, among other

things that falsely and frakldulently represented the annual gross receipts and tentative profits of

purported sole proprietorships. This conspiracy, 1ed by Kelly, was responsible for the submission

qf over forty (40) false and fraudulent loan applications that caused PPP lenders to make Ioans in

excess of $800,000 to borrowers who were net qualified to receive thelm. Through the execution

of an email search warrant on the el-nail account IlAfo.wealthvlnoldincs@-xlmail.colm, your Affiant
4
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learned that CI-IAPM AN played a crucial role in aiding Kelly's conspiracy by providing false

and fraudulent Schedule C' s that were later subm it-ted to PPP lenders. Specifical ly, your

Affiant's review Of the email account revealed that there were ten (1 0) separate instances in

which CHAPM AN sent false and fraudulent Schedule C' s în the names of ind ividuals for wholm

Kel ly prepared PPP loan applications.

For exampie, on M arch 3 1 , 202 1 , CI-IAPM AN sent an emai l to Kel ly that

contained a tax year 2020 Schedule C for a sole pl-oprietorship owned by W idny Tlnibaud

(i(Thibaud''), one of Kelly's co-defendants in Case No.24-20079-CR-FAM(s). Thibaud cablsed

the submission of two (2) PPP loan applications to Lender 2 and Lender 4 respectively. Portions

of these applications were submitted via interstate wire com munications. The Schedblle C's

prepared by CHAPMAN were submitted in support of Thibaud'sapplications stated that

Lusiness had annual gross revenue of $99,802 and profits gf $52,039. The lenders accepted the

representations in the loan application and on or about April 23, 202 l , Thibaud received a loan in

the amoblnt of $20,792 frolm Lender 2 and on May 27, 202 1 , he received a loan in tlne amount of

$20,792 from Lender 4. Ftlrther investigation revealed that the Schedtlled C attached to

Thibaud's Ioan applications was false and fraudulent.

CHAPM AN'S SUBM ISSION OF HER OW N FIU UDULENT PPP LOAN

APPLICATIONS

26. On Febrtlary 1 0, 202 1 , CHAPM AN, again while employed by the SBA,

submitted, via interstate wire colnmunication, a loan application in the nalme of Upscale Credit
k

'

Lounge to Lender 3. ln support of her application, CHAPM AN subm itted a tax year 2020

Schedblle C that reported gross revenues of $ 1 03,674 and a tentative profit of $8 1 ,860. Lender 3

relied upon the l-epresentations in CHAPM AN 'S application and on February 1 1 , 202 1 , approved
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a loan in tl4e annotlnt of $ 1 7,052.50.Furtlner investigation revealed that the Schedblled C attaclned

to this application was false and fraudulent,

On February 1 9, 202 l , Chapman, again while still employed by tl3e SBA,

sublnitted, via interstate wire communication, a PPP loan application with Lender 3 on behalf of

DA TRAP. ln her application, CHAPMAN claimed that she had four (4) employees and an

average monthly payroll of $ 1 4, l 9 1 . In stlpport of her application, CHAPMAN submitted four

1 RS Elmployers Qual-terly Tax Return tilFol-nn 94 1 ''), which pblrportedly docbllmented the

wages paid by DA TRAP. Lender 3 relied upon the representations in the application and on

February 26, 202 1 , approved a loan in the aluount of $35,477.50. Further investigation revealed

tllat the lmultiple IRS Forms 94 1 attached to CHAPM AN'S application were false and fraudtllent.

28. On Apri 1 l 0, 202 1 , CHAPM AN sublmitted, via intel-state wire transmission, a loan

appl ication to Lender1 for a sole proprietorship property lmanagelment business. In support of

her application, CI-IAPM AN stlbm itted a Schedule C in which sl4e stated her gross revenues were

$ 123,950, and her tentative profits were $78, 1 87. Lender 1 captured the IP Address

98.203.44.206 in connection with the filing of this loan application. Lender l relied upon the

representations in the loan application and on April 1 5, 202 1 , approved a loan in the amount of

$20,833. Further investigation revealed that the Scheduled C attached to this application was

false and fraudulent.

CHAPM AN'S ATTEM PTED FRAUD IN CONNECTION W ITII OBTAINING A
HOM E EOUITY LINE OF CREDIT

Throblgh the review of financial records, your Affiant learned tlnat CHAPM AN

applied for a Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC) from Credit Union 1 and submitted falsi fied

documents in suppol't of the xapplication. Specifically, on M ay 1 1, 2023, CHAPM AN submitted

6
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her application and requested a HE LOC

residential loan applications, Credit Union

employment and on June 3, 2023, CHAPMAN subm itted pay stubs from M useblm 1 tllat stated

she was employed by Mtlseum 1 and received a bi-weeltly paycheck of $ 1 827.66. Pursblant to

the issuance of grand jury subpoenas issued to Museum 1 , your Affsant confirmed that

CHAPM AN was never employed by M useum l and that the pay stubs she submitted to Credit

in the amount of $ 1 1 5,000.

reqblired CHAPM AN to submit proof of her

ty p i ca l i n a l l

Union 1 were forged.

application.

On Jtlne l 1 , 2023 , Cred it Union 1 denied CHAPM AN 'S I-IELOC

CHAPM AN'S PREPAIG TION OF FALSE AND FRAUDULENT PPP LOAN
APPLICATIONS IN RETURN FOR A KICBACK

Nvarrant 013 the el-nai l accou nt

infor/up. scalecredit.net your Affiant learned that in addition to preparing PPP loan applications

in her own name, CHAPM AN also prepared PPP loan applications on behalf of other people in

return for a paylment of a kickback.

CHAPMAN wrote :

Specifically, your Affiant reviewed one el-nail in

Hey there, thank you for allowing The Upscale Resource to assist with your PPP
application. Congratuiations on being approved by the SBA. Next steps would be for your to tlse
the funds con-ectly so that the loan will be forgiven. W e also provide loan forgiveness
assistance. Please see below to process for payment for funds received.''

The same email then had a heading that stated, CCPPP &2020 Schedtlle C draft-

l 0% back end'' and tlnen stated kcif you received a loan in the amount of $20,833 your payment

today will be $2083.'' Through a review of the calendar appointments in the email account

il-kfclrrljl,upscaleçret:liy,pey yotlr Affiant found several individuals who had appointments scheduled

with CHAPM AN that wet'e titled (IPPP forgiveness.'' Your Affiant then took several of- those

names and ran them in a PPP loan database and determined that t13e individuals applied fbr and
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about PPP forgiveness and investigation revealed that on M ay 20, 202 l , a PPP loan application

was sblbmitted on behalf of lndividtlal 3 to Lender l . A Schedule C was submit-ted in support of .

that application that stated in tax year 2020 Individual 3 had a sole proprietorship with gross

revenues of $98,588 and tentative profits of $9,409. On M ay 27, 202 1 , Lender 1 accepted the

representations in the applicytion and approved a loan in the amount of $20,539, lnvestigation

lnas reve'aled that the Schedule C attached to this application was false. Dblring the subnnission of

this loan application one of the IP addresses captured by Lender l was 98.203.44.206. Tlnis is the

same IP address that was captured when CHAPM AN submitted lner own loan application to

Lender 1 , which is discussed in nnore detail in paragraph 29 above.

CHAPMAN'S WIRE FIG UD IN CONNECTION WITH THE CITY OF MIAMI
EM ERGENCY RENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

On April l 3, 2022, CHAPM AN applied for emergency rental assistance from the

application, CHAPM AN answered CçN o'' to the question 'tdo you have any assets valued in

excess of $50007:' A search of Miami-Dade property appraisers offsce records by yotlr Affiant

revealed that on December 3 1 , 202 1 , CHAPMAN became the owner of three (3) separate single

family homes in M iam i-Dade County. According to M iami-Dade County property records, the

tax year 2023 assessed of these thme (3) single family homes is $727,299. In the same

application, CHAPM AN certified that she did not receive any rental income from real

persol:al pl-operty. Your Affiant has obtained CHAPMAN'S bank records and an analysis of

tlnem revealed that CHAPM AN from Septem ber 20, 202 1 , through April 2022, received

approxilmately $24, 1 l 5 in payments from an internet-based home rental website prior to the

8
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filing of this application. This includes a totalof $3723 in payments fronn the salue internet-

based home rental website during the month ot- April 2022. The City of M iami relied upon the

repl-esentations in the application and on June 2 1 , 2022, it sent a check in the aluount of $ 1 4,525

to tl:e landlord of 1 480 N. RiverDrive 5/1 ialn i, FL 33 1 25 . This check svas then relmotely

deposited, via interstate wire connmtlnication, into a bank in tlne State of Utah. A fter sign ing her

application clailming she received no rental incolne CHAPkIAN received $5,97 1 in paylnents

from the salme intelmet-based holme rental website.

W ire Fraud lnvolvin: State of Florida O ur Florida Em eraency Rental Assistance Procram

in or around Febrblary o f 2022,

CHAPM AN engaged in a scheme to defraud tlne State of Florida Emergency Rental Assistance

Program. On October 1 3, 202 1 , CHAPMAN began the pfocess of applying fbr benefits under the

State of Florida's Emergency Rental Assistance program .CHAPM AN was purportedly a tenant

at 26 1 4 NW  55TH Terrace M iami, FL 33 1 42. CHAPM AN submitted required information and

documents through an online portal set tlp to distribtlte benelits under the program. On January

20, 2022, CHAPM AN subm itted a written document titled ût3-day notice to pay rent or quit.''

These documents were dated Decelnber 7, 202 1 , and purportedly signed by Individual 2, the

defendant's mother. Investigatioi' by your Affiant revealed that Individtlal 2 died on May 25,

2020. The State of Florida accepted the l'epresentations in CHAPM AN'S application and

approved payments totaling $ 1 5,000. These payments were made into a bank account

controlled by CHAPAM AN .

9

Case 1:24-cr-20321-RAR   Document 1   Entered on FLSD Docket 07/08/2024   Page 11 of 12



fzoll cl t1s i()ll

31 . l sublm i t that tllere i s prollat')l c ca usc to bc l icvc therc i s cvidcncc that C I-l A Ph'1 AN

oonllnittt!d violations of- l 8 U .S .C. jj l 349, 1 343 alld I 344 (conspi racy to con) n'l it vvire fraud.

l.k i I-e fratld alltl bank fratld ) , Ace()l-d i 11g1 y. l 110 I'tlby req tl est i Sstlancc O f' a l/al-rant fbr tllc arrest 0 f-

CIIAPM AN.

FIJRTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NAUG 1'1-1-.

--'R--'N

,,.5r .

-- - a;
'UR S W l LKINS
S P E C l A L A G E N T
UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
O 17 F I C E O 17 I N S P ECTO R G EN ERA L

Attested to by the applicant in accordance witlè the requirements of- Fed.R.Crim.P. 4. l
by Face Timc this 3rd day of- July 2024.

/

Jj ----
HONORA LE JONATHAN CJOODMAN
UNITED S-I'ATES M AGI S-I'RATE JUDGE

1 û
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