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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

o No.3:24:CR- 3]

. Defendant :

. INFORMATION |

I. Introduction

At times material to.the Indictment;

1. Defendant ROBERT M. REYN OLDS was & resident of
Newfoﬁhdrana, Pennsylvania, within the Middle Districtof
Pennsylvama |

2. The United Statesgovernmenthas taken steps to slow the

“spread of '_tzh‘e»gcibro,n avirus (COVID -19) pandemic, andto mitigate 1ts
impact-on the public’s health and economlcwellbelng OnMarch 13, S

2020, the President declared the ongoing COVID-1 9 pandemic an:
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emergency underiSection 501(b) of the Robext T, Stafforles aster

Relief and Emergency Assistance Act.

3. On March 27,2020, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and

Economic Security (CARES) Act was signed intolaw. ‘The CARES Act .

created the Pandemic Unemployment Assistarice (PUA) program, which -
- provided uneimpl‘"eyment? benefits to individuals not eligible for legular |

unemployment Compenfsatiion or extended unemployment benefits.

4. The PUA program was administered by the various states,

including the Commoniwealth of Pennsylvanis, but its benefits were

' funded ‘in.'partfby the federal government. In Pennsylvamathe

of Pennsylvama adm1mstered the PUA program

5. . APUA. cla1m must be submltted enhne through the; PUA

Webs1te ma1nta1ned by the PA Dept. of L&I The apphcant must enter

' personal 1dent1flcat1en 1nformat10n 1nclud1ng name, date of blrth s0c1a1

security number email address telephone number and a phys1ca1

address- An apphcant also must answer a. series ef questlons that
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enabled the PA Dept. of L&I to determine the applicant’s-eligibility and
payment amount.

6. An apphcantwas only eligible to vecsive PUA benefits if he
or she was unemployed for reasons related to the COVID-19 pandemic,
and was available to work. The applicant must certify, under penalty of
perjury, that he ot she was able to go.to work each. day and if offered a.
job, the applicant must be able to acceptit. An.applicant must;read
and understand the PUA Compensation Handbook; which stated that

any earnings must be reported for each week a person works..

7.  If the PA Dept. of L& approved anapplication for PUA:
benefits, the benefits recipient received finds in the form of checks;
electromcfund transfers, or debit-cards. Tocombat fraud 1 the PUA
program, beginning in June 2020, PUA benefits were issued via 'tpre;p:a‘id
U.S. Bank Visa debit cards and mailed via the U.S: Postal Service to the
residential addresses on the PUA applicatiotis.

8.  The recipient of the PUA beneflts received a unique Personal

Identification Nuimber to access the PUA internet portalto certify his or

her unemployment status ori a weekly basis. Payments for PUA were
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based on a seven-day period, from Sunday through Saturday., Thus, in

order to continue receiving PUA benefits afterthe; initial application,

the recipisnt must certify every seven daysthat heor she: (A) was
reddy, willing and able to'work each day; (B) was seeklngfulltlme
employment; (C) did not refuse any job offers or referrals, and. (D) had
reported any employment during the el and the eross pay orother |
payments received. The weekly certificationwas required. to be.
completed in a timely manner. A delay in the weekly-certification:
could result ina délay o denial of further paymerits,
II. Manner and Means of the Scheme to Defraud

9. Tt was part of the scheme and artifice to defraud that, on or
about May 17, 2020, ROBERT M. REYNOLDS submitted and caused
anotherto Submlt, by tm’é:ans of the internet and interstate eres, a ;
fraudulent apphcatmn for PUA benefits for ROBERT M. REYNOLDS to
the PA Dept. of L&L. The application contained material false
statements, 1nclud1ng by stating that ROBERT M, REYNOLDS was

unemployed because of the COVID-19 pandemic, had earnings for sack




quarter of 2019, and that'he was available to accept employment if |
offered a job, when in fact, he was retired.

10. It was further.a part-of the scheme and artifice to defraud
ROBERT M. REYNOLDS submitted and caused anotherto submit, by

means. of the internet and interstate wires, WeeklyPUAcert]_ﬁcatlonS

certifications contamedmatenal false statements mcludmgbystatmg
th:ét-"B’:’fOBER;'I?«j M. RE \ LDS remained tune'mp:loyejdi becauise of the
COVID-1 9 pandemic, andwas available to accept employment when.in

11. .’IthW“a'Si further-a part o‘f:'l"t‘%he scheme and artlﬁce fo defraud
that between in or aboutMay 2020:and in or aboutAugust 2021,

benefits, through fraudulent misrepresentations.
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III. Statutory Allegation

12. From on orabout May 17, 2020, through on or about August

30, 2021, 1nWayne County, within.the Middle District.of Pennsylvama B

 and elsewhere, the defendant; |
aiding and ,ab‘e/ﬁt‘f‘in‘g"‘-aneﬁheiré with the: inte nt; 't:o defraudknowmgly .
bo defiaud, and!to Gbtain money and property, and attempted to-do so,
bymeans of materlally Sl and freidulent pretenses representatlons :
aspiomises. B

18. For the purpose of executing, advancing, furthering, and
carrying out: the vzabtov_e,-;dés‘cﬁb*edgs*éﬁemé il artlflcetodefraud, the o
defendant knowingly transmitted and caused to be fransmitted by

writing, sign, signal, picture, and sound:

Approxmate oo Descmptlon
. Date of Wire:
N _.May 17, 2020 : {A fraudulent PUA ap ation {
' 5 | REYN OLDS submniitted by the::
rlnterstate wires to the PA Dept of L&I
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In violation of Title 18, United States Gode; Sections 1343 and 2.




