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The Conspiracy

8. Beginning in or around April 2020, and continuing until at least in or around
June 2020, the exact dates being unknown to the grand jury, in the Western District of
Tenr s;see, and elsewhere the defendants,

SHARIKA LAVONTE CARPENTER, STEPHANIE JOHNSON,
JANISHA LATOYA JONES, KEVIN MACLIN,
AND
BRANDY DENISE SCAIFE,

knowingly and willfully conspired and agreed with each other, and with other persoi
known and unknown to the grand jury, to defraud the Uni 1 States and to commit
offenses against the United States, more specifically, to use and cause interstate wire
communications to be us 1 in furtherance of a scheme and artifice to defraud the SBA in
relation to a presidentially declared major disaster and emergency in violation of Title 18,

United States Code, Section 1343; and, to steal, purloin and convert to their own use

property of the United States in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 641.
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Manner d M« oftk ( )i yand
Substance of the Scheme and Artifice

9. It was a part of tt conspiracy and substance of the sct v and artifice
that the defendants submitted and caused to be submitted to the SBA, applications for
EIDL’s which contained materially false, fictitious and fraudulent information. It was
further a part of the conspiracy and substance of the scheme and artifice that the
submission of EDIL’s with false, fictitious and fraudulent information would induce the
SBA to disburse funds to the defendants and other unauthorized individuals. During the
course of the conspiracy, the defendants submitted and caused to be submitted
approxima y 401 fraudulent IL applications to the SBA and attempted to obtain in

« ;s of $2,000,000 and fraudulently obtained approximately $745,000 from the SBA.
OVERT ACTS

10. In furtherance of the conspiracy at least one of the defendants committed
at least one of the following overt acts in the Western District of Tennessee:

A On or around April 2079, CARPENTER, JOHNSON, JONES, AND
SCAIFE discussed submitting applications to S.A for EIDLs under the CARES ACT.
CARPENTER agreed to pay JOHNSON, JONES, AND SCAIFE a specified amount for
every DL application they prepared that was funded by SBA.

B. On or about April 6, 2020, JOHNSON prepared and submitted a
materially false, fictitious, and fraudulent EIDL application for “P.B.” to induce the SBA to
disburse payment to “P.B.”

C. On or about April 2, 2020, MACLIN went to the BDTS office and

caused a materially false and fictitious EIDL application number XXXXXX2038 to be filed
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violatior being commit " in relation to a p ic tially declared major disaster and

emergency.

COLINT

DATE

NPEEFENNANT

DESCRIPTINN

April 28, 2020

SHARIKA LAVONTE CARPENTER

Wire transter
$4,000 to her Bank
of An  ica Account
XXXXXXXX8275

April 30, 2020

May 12, 2020

Mav 14 2020

RRANDY DENISE SCAIFE

Wire transfer
$4,000 to her First
South Bank
Account
XXXXXXXXX6132

SHARIKA I AVONTE CARPENTER

Wire transfer of
$10,000 to Sun
Trust Bank Account
XXXXXXXXX0aRR

SHARIKA LAVONTE CARPENTER

Wire transfer ot
$16,700 to Sun
Trust Bank Account
XUXXXXXXX9985

June 9, 2020

BRANDY DENISE SCAIFE

vvire transfer
$13,900 to Bank Of
America Account
XXXXXXXX5615

June 18 2020

SHARIKA LAVONTE CARPENTER
AND
JANISHA LATOYA JONES

Wire transfer of
$3,000 to Green
Dot Bank Account
XXXXXXXX3001

hina 16, 2020

SHARIKA LAVONTE CARPENTER
AND
JANISHA LATOYA JONES

Wire transfer of
$11,300 to Green
Dot Bank Account
XXXXXXXX3001

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 1343 and 2.
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THEFT OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY
14.  On or about April 28, 2020, in the Western District of Tennessee, the
defendant,
SHARIKA LAVONTE CARPENTER,
did willfully and knowingly steal, purloin and convert to her own use, property of the United
States having a value exceeding $1,000, that is, $4,000, to which she was not entitled.
All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 641.

COUNT 1n
THEFT OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY

15.  On or about April 30, 2020, in the Western District of Tennessee, the
defendant,
BRANDY DENISE SCAIFE,
did willfully and knowingly steal, purloin and convert to her own use and the use of
another, property of the United States having a value exceeding $1,000, that is, $4,000,

to which she was not entitled. All in violation of Titie 18, United States Code, Section 641.
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ANl BRI 4 4

THEFT OF GOVERNMENT PROPER . v
16.  On or about May 12, 2020, in the Western District of Tennessee, the
de dant,
SHARIKA LAVONTE CARPENTER,
did willfully and knowingly steal, purloin and convert to her own use and the use of
another, property of the United States having a value exceeding $1,000, that is, $10,000,
to which she was not entitled. All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 641.
COUNT 12
THEFT OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY
17.  On or about May 14, 2020, in the Western District of Tennessee, the
defendant,
SHARIKA LAVONTE CARPENTER,
did willfully and knowingly s 1l, purloin and convert to her own use and the use of
another, property of the United States having a value exceeding $1,000, that is, $16,700,

to which she was not entitled. All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 641.

10
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THEFT OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY
18. On or about June 9, 2020, in the Western District of T 1nessee, the
defendant,
BRANDY DENISE SCAIFE,
did willfully and knowingly s 1l, purloin and convert to her own use, property of the United
States having a value exceeding $1,000, that is, $13,900, to which she was not entitled.
All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 641.
AALINT 44
THEFT OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY
19. On or about June 16, 2020, in the Western District of Tennessee, the
defendant,
JANISHA LATOYA JONES,
did willfully and knowingly steal, purloin and convert to her own use, property of the United
States having a value exceeding $1,000, that is, $3,000, to which she was not entitled.

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 641.

11
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COUNT 15
THEFT OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY

~1. On or about June 16, 2020, in the Western District of T 1nessee, the
defendant,
JANISHA LATOYA JONES,
did willfully and knowingly steal, purloin and convert to her own use, property of the United
States having a value exceeding $1,000, that is, $11,300, to which she was not entitled.

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 641.

COUNTS 16-33
wiRE FRAUD

21.  The allegations in paragraphs 1 thru 7, and paragraph 9 of this Indictment
are realle¢ 1 and incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein.
22.  Beginning in or around April, 2020, and continuing until on or about June
30, 2020, the defendants SHARIKA CARPENTER, JANISHA JONES, BRANDY
SCAIFE, STEPHANIE JOHNSON AND KEVIN MACLIN being aided, abetted, counseled
and induc | by each other and by other persons known and unknown to the grand jury,
devised and in 1 1 to devise the scheme and artifice alleged in paragraph 9 of this
| Indictment to defraud the SBA and to obtain money and property from the SBA by means

of materially false and fraudulent pretenses, representations and promises.

12
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23. T horabouttt dates¢ forth below, the defenc itsnan 1 :low, did for
the purpose of executing the aforesaid scheme and artifice and in furtherance thereof,
knowingly transmit and cause to be transmitted in interstate commerce from the SBA in
~olorado to tt bank account described below in the Western District of T 1 ;se by
means of wire communications the writings and signals, set forth below, the said
violations being committed in relation to a presidentially declared major disaster and

emergency.

13
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COUNT DATE DEF NDANT DESCRIPTION
Wire transfer of $3,548
to her wank of America
SHARIKA LAVONTE Account
16 May 5, 2020 | CARPENTER XXXXXXXXX8275
Wire transfer of
$10,000 to “JS” Wells
SHARIKA LAVONTE Fargo Bank Account
17 May 8’ 20’){\ CFARDENTER Y¥YYXY XY YNONR
vvire transrter ot
$22,200 to “JS” Wells
May 15, SHARIKA LAVONTE Fargo Bank Account
19 202N CARDENTER Y¥YYXYXYXYNONR
vvire transrter or $/,Uuu
to “LM” First Horizon
SHARIKA LAVONTE Bank Account
19 May 1, 2020 | CARPENTER XXXXXXXX9783
Wire transfer $24,300
to “LM” First Horizon
June 16, SHARIKA LAVONTE wank Account
20 2020 CARPENTER XXXXXXXX9783
Wi trans of
$18,000 to “CR”
May 27, SHARIKA LAVONTE Bancorp Bank Account
21 2020 CARPENTER XXXXXXXX2849
Wire transfer of
$10,000 to “CR”
SHARIKA LAVONTE Bancorp Bank Account
22 June 1, 2020 | CARPENTER XXXXXXXX2849
Wire transfer of
SHARIKA LAVONTE $10,000 to “KM” Orion
CARPENTER Federal Credit Union
AND Account
23 June 1, 2020 | KEVIN MACLIN XXXXXXXXX6094
SHARIKA LAVONTE Wire transfer of
CARPENTER $20,100 to “KM” Orion
AND Federal Credit Union
24 June 1, 2020 | KEVIN MACLIN Account XXXXXX6094
Wire transfer of
$12,200 to “RP” Navy
June 15, SHARIKA LAVONTE Federal Credit Union
25 2020 CARPENTER Account XXXXXX5628

14
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Wi t 1s” ~$5,000
to “RP” Navy Federal
June 25, SHARIKA LAVONTE —.edit Union Account
26 2020 CARDENTER XXXXXX5628

Wire transfer of
$13,500 to “TM” First
South Financial Credit
June 16, SHARIKA LAVONTE Union Account

27 2020 CARPENTER XXXXXXXXXX6666
Wire transfer of $4,000
to “TM” First South
Financial Credit Union
June 25, SHARIKA LAVONTE Account

28 2020 CAPRDENTER XXXXXXXXXX6666
Wire transfer of $9,800
to “PB” Meta Bank
June 16, Account

29 2020 STEPHANIE JOHNSON XXXXXXXXXX8056
Wire transfer of $3,000
to “PB” MetaBank
June 25, Account

20 2020 STEPHANIE JOHNSON XXXXXXXXXX8056
Wire transfer of
$32,600 to “NB” Navy
SHARIKA LAVONTE Federal Credit Union
31 July 1, 2020 | CARPENTER Account XXXXX0126
Wire transfer of
$10,000 to “NB” Navy
SHARIKA LAVONTE Federal Credit Union
32 Juhvf 2020 | CARPENTER Account XXXXX012/
Wire transfer of $1,000
to “WJ” First South
Financial Credit Union
SHARIKA LAVONTE Account

33 July 8, 2020 | CARPENTER XXXXXXXXXXXX1818

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 1343 and 2.

15
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COUNT 34
THEFT OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY

24. On or about May 4, 2020, in tt V» ; n District of .c¢nnessee, the
defendant,
SHARIKA LAVONTE CARPENTER,
did willfully and knowingly steal, purloin and convert to her own use, property of the United
States having a value exceeding $1,000, that is, $3,548, to which she was not entitled.
All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 641.

~NTINT 35
THEFT OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY

25. On March 27, 2020, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
(“CAF 3") Act authorized three new temporary unemployment insurance programs,
including the Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program. The PUA authorized
assistance for individuals who are: (1) self-employed, seeking part-time employment, or
otherwis  would not qualify for regular Unemployment Insurance or extended benefits
under state or federal law or PEUC under section 2107 of the CARES Act; and, (2)
unemployed, partially unemployed, unable to work, or unavailable to work due to specific
COVID-19 related reason(s). PUA claimants must answer specific questions to establish
their eligibility for PUA benefits. Claimants must provide their name, Social Security
Number, and mailing address and self-c  tify that they meet one of the COVID-19 related

y  for beir ~ unemployed, partially unemploy 1, or unable or unavailable to work.

16
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~A

: T nnil 1 at atMay 11, 7777 ad continuil through 1 or ¢ " Hut

Jur 7,77921,inthe V" ;tern District of Tennessee, the defendant,

SHARIKA LAVONTE CARPENTER,
did willfully and knowingly steal, purloin and convert to her own use and the use of
another, property of the United States having a value exceeding $1,000, that is,
approximately $31,208, to which she was not entitled. All in violation of Title 18, United

a 3 Code, Section 641.

COUNT 36
PREPARATION AND PRESENTATION OF FALSE TAX DOCUMENTS

27. On or about January 30, 2019, in the Western District of Tennessee, the

defendant,
SHARIKA LAVONTE CARPENTER,

did willfully aid and assist in, and advise in the preparation and presentation to the Internal
Rev e Service, of a U.S. Individual Tax Return, Form 1040, of “D.G.” for the calendar
year 2018. The return was false and fraudulent as to a material matter, in that the
defendant created a fictitious W-2 for a GLP Enterprise, whereas the defendant then and
there knew that the W-2 for employment and its wages were false, in violation of Title 26,

Section 7206(2).

17
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AT ANy

PREPARATION AND PRESENTATION OF FALSE TAX DOCUMENTS

28. On or about March 12, 2019, in the Western District of Tennessee, the

defendant,
SHARIKA LAVONTE CARPENTER,

did willfully aid and a:  stin, and advise in the preparation and presentation to the Internal
F renue Service, of a U.S. Individual Tax Return, Form 1040, of “F.R.” for the calendar
year 2018. The return was fa 2 and fraudulent as to a material matter, in that the
defendant falsely reported “F.R.’s” Adjusted Gross Income (AGI), omitted the filer's
additional incc .. 2 reflected in “F.R.’s” Form 1099, and falsely reported information on
‘F.R.”s Schedule EIC, whereas the defendant then and there knew that “F.R.” earned

additional income not included on the tax returns and that the Schedule EIC overstated

the time that a dependent resided with “F.R.”, in violation of Title 26, Section 7206(2).

18
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~NIINT 20

PREPARATION AND PRESENTATION OF FALSE TAX DOCUMENTS
29. On or about January 21, 2020, in the Western District of Tennessee, the

defendant,

SHARIKA LAVONTE CARPENTER,
did willfully aid and assist in, and advise in the preparation and presentation to the Internal
Revenue Service, of a U.S. Individual Tax Return, Form 1040, of “S.M.” for the calendar
year 2019. The return was false and fraudulent as to a material matter, in that the
defendant created a fraudulent Schedule C for “S.M.” for a fictitious business not owned
or reported by “S.M.”, whereas the defendant then and there knew that “S.M.” did not own
a business and that the only income was reflected on the W-2, in violation of Title 26,

Section 7206(2).

19
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~EINT ')q

PREPARATION AND PRESENTATION OF FALSE TAX DOCUMEN?

30. On or about January 21, 2020, in the Western District of Tennessee, the

defendant,
SHARIKA LAVONTE CARPENTER,

did willfully aid and assist in, and advise in the preparation and presentation to the internal
Revenue Service, of a U.S. Individual Tax Return, Form 1040, of “K.C.” for the calendar
year 2019. The return was false and fraudulent as to a material matter, in that the
defendant created a fraudulent Schedule C for “K.C.” for a fictitious business not owned

[

or reported by “K.C.” and falsely reported information on “K.C.’s” Schedule EIC, whereas
the defendant then and there knew that “K.C. did not own a business and that the
Schedule C overstates the time that a dependent resided with “K.C.”, in violation of Title

26, Section 7206(2).

FORFEITURE ALLEGATIONS
31. The allegations contained in this Indictment are hereby realleged and
incorporated by reference for the purpose of alleging forfeiture pursuant to Title 18, United

Sta- 5 ( e, Section 981(a)(1)(C) and Title 28, United States Code, Section 2461(c).

20
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"2, 77 1 Hnviction T ‘mo  tt 7 " thin™ un” 1-""of
this Indictment, the defendants SHARIKA LAVONTE CARPENTER, STEPHANIE
JOHNSON, JANISHA LATOYA JONES, KEVIN MACLIN, and BRANDY DENISE
SCAIFE, shall forfeit to the United States of America, pursuant to Title 18, United States
Code, Section 981(a)(1)(C) and Title 28, United States Code, Section 2461(c), any
property constituting, or derived from, proceeds the defendant obtained directly or
indirectly, as the result of such violation. Such forfeitable property may include a money
judgment in an amount equal to the amount of the proceeds obtained as a result of

offenses.

21
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33. Ifanyofthe proj ty« it 1aboy sa  sultol wyactor sion of
the defendant:
a. Cannot be located upon the exercise of due diligence;
b. Has been transferred or sold to, or deposited with, a third party;,
C. has been placed beyond the jurisdiction of the Court;
d. has been substantially diminished in value; or
e. has been commingled with other property which cannot be divided

without difficulty;

it is the intent of the United States of America, pursuant to Title 21, United States Code,

Section 853(p), as incorporated by Title 18, United States Code, Section 982(b)(1), to

se ¢ forfeiture of any other property of the defendants up to the value of the property

described above as being subject to forfeiture.

NEY
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