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1 | N THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
2 FOR THE EASTERN DI STRI CT OF VIRG NI A
3 (Al exandria Division)

4 e ¢

5 BLUE FLAME MEDI CAL LLC,

6 Plaintiff,
7 V. : Cvil Action No.
8 CHAI N BRI DGE BANK, N. A., : 1:20-cv-00658

9 JOHN J. BROUGH and DAVID M

10 EVI NGER, : CONFI DENTI AL
11 Def endant s.
12

13 CHAI N BRI DGE BANK, N. A.,
14 Third-Party Plaintiff,

15 V.

16 JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, N. A.,

17 Third-Party Defendant.

18 e ¢

19 Renot e Deposition

20 Tuesday, January 12, 2021
21 Vi deot ape Deposition via Zoom of M KE

22  GULA, a witness herein, called for exam nation by
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Q Do you know what becane of those masks?

A. No.

Q Did Blue Flane Medical sell those masks to
anybody?

A. No.

Q Did Blue Flane Medical deliver those masks

to anybody?

A No.

Q In March of 2020, M. @Qula, were you
negotiating a transaction with private or public
people in the state of Florida to purchase sone or

all of those masks?

A Was | or Blue Flanme Medical ?
Q You in particular.
A. | recall having conversations wth people

in Florida about PPE.

Q Who did you have those di scussions with?

A. | cannot recall. That was a long tine
ago.

Q You can't recall from March 2020 your
attenpts to sell 100 mlIlion masks to sonebody in
Fl ori da?
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1 A. | cannot recall the specific person,

2 that's correct.

3 Q Al right. Wll, then if you don't

4  renenber the nane, can you tell ne whether they were
5 state or governnental entities versus private

6 entities, one or the other?

7 A | talked wth a nunber of people who said
8 they spoke on behalf of a nunber of organi zations and
9 states.

10 Q | " m speaki ng about Florida in particular.
11 Can you renenber who you spoke to in Florida even if
12 you don't renenber the nane?

13 A. No, | don't recall speaking wth sonebody
14  specifically fromFlorida. | may have. | -- | do
15 not renenber the nane.

16 Q Did you speak to any hospitals in Florida

17 about potentially purchasing sone or all of the 100

18 mllion masks from Long Beach?
19 A | may have.
20 Q Can you renenber any hospitals or

21  representatives of hospitals you spoke with in

22 Fl ori da?

Trustpoint.One = Alderson. www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



Mike Gula CONFIDENTIAL 1/12/2021

Case 1:20-cv-00658-LMB-IDD ~ Document 150-13  Filed 05/20/21  Page 5 of 18 pgge 47

PagelD# 3758

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

A. NoO.

Q Did any such discussions, if they happened
at all, go anywhere?

A Go anywhere as in what?

Q After the initial discussions, did they

progress forward toward a final transaction?

A Not that | renenber.

Q Did you consider, in March of 2020, that a
deal between Bl ue Flane Medical and any entity in
Florida for the purchase of N95 nmasks was i nmm nent ?

A "' msorry, can you pl ease say that one
nore timnme?

Q Did you personally consider in March of
2020 that a deal between Bl ue Fl ame Medical and any

entity in Florida for the purchase of N95 masks was

I mm nent ?
A Yes, | believed |lots of deals were
I mm nent .
Q | " m aski ng about deals in Florida. Dd

you believe in March 2020 that you were about to
close a deal with any Florida entity for the purchase

of the masks held at Long Beach?
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1 A | believe | did.

2 Q What's the basis for that recoll ection?

3 A You refreshed ny nenory.

4 Q kay. Well, having refreshed your nenory,
5 who are we tal king about in Florida?

6 A | would have to see ny past commruni cati ons
7 wth Florida or anybody you m ght be referencing in

8 Florida. There were a nunber of people that |'m sure
9 | was talking to in March in Florida.

10 Q | haven't seen any such docunents so |

11 can't show themto you. Do you think that there were
12 deal docunents prepared between Bl ue Flane and any

13 entity in the state of Florida?

14 A. That's a question and answer by chi ef

15 | egal counsel.

16 Q |'"'masking if you know. | can ask the

17 chief | egal counsel another tine.

18 A | don't know.

19 Q Did you tell M. Thomas that a deal that
20 you were working on to sell N95 masks to entities in
21 the state of Florida was about to be conpl eted?

22 A | was keeping John apprised as fast as
Trustpoint.One  Alderson. www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 possible of opportunities to help.

2 Q Of course. But ny questionis alittle
3 different. D d you tell M. Thomas that you were
4 about to close a deal with sone entity in the state
5 of Florida to purchase sone of the masks from Long
6 Beach?

7 A | could have. | don't renenber

8 specifically.

9 Q kay. And in any event, you can't

10 renenber who the party was who you nmay have been

11 speaking with; aml right?

12 A Fair.

13 Q Can you renenber the nunber of nmasks that
14 you were tal king about selling to sonebody in

15 Florida?

16 A Tens of mllions probably.

17 Q What's the basis for that?

18 A. Because | arge nunbers -- everybody was
19 wanting | arge nunbers.

20 Q But you don't renenber specifically?

21 A No.

22 Q Did you ever satisfy yourself that there
TrustpointOne  Alderson. Www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 A | did not go in person to open an account.
2 | do renmenber going to Chain Bridge Bank on or around
3 March -- in the mddle of March.

4 Q | believe you went twice, fromthe

5 docunents. But do you renenber going to the docunent
6 on the 25th and neeting with a representative of the
7 bank nanmed Mariano Castagnell o?

8 A | may have.

9 Q You don't specifically renmenber?

10 A. | remenber going to the bank. | do not

11 gspecifically remenber who | spoke w th.

12 Q Do you renenber going to the bank tw ce,

13 once on the 25th and once after the wire was cancel ed
14 on the 26th?

15 A. Yes. | do know -- | do not specifically
16 know whether | went to the bank on the 23rd, 24th or
17 25th. | do know | did go before the California

18 transaction and | know I went on March 26t h.

19 Q kay. Wiy did you go the first tinme?

20 A | was asked to cone to the bank and fill

21  out wire instruction paperworKk.

22 Q You think you were asked by Chain Bridge
Trustpoint.One  Alderson. www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 to cone to the bank?

2 A. | know | was asked by Chain Bridge to cone
3 to the bank.

4 Q Just the week before, you had opened up

5 bank accounts for Blue Flane Strategi es and Red Line
6 Strategies renotely. Wy didn't you handle this

7 renotely for Blue Flane Mdical ?

8 A | believe | opened up a renote -- |

9 Dbelieve | opened it up renotely with Blue Flane

10 Medi cal .

11 Q And you have ot her bank accounts or had

12 ot her bank accounts at Chain Bridge Bank; is that

13 right?

14 A Correct.

15 Q How | ong of a banking relationship did you
16 have with Chain Bridge Bank at this point?

17 A. | believe over 10 years. | believe |

18 started as soon as the bank was opened.

19 Q And did you have one account or nore than
20  one account at Chain Bridge Bank?

21 A. | had all ny business and personal

22 accounts with Chain Bridge Bank.
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1 Q Goi ng back roughly 10 years, right?

2 A O longer. As soon as the bank was open,
3 | believe | was a nenber of the bank.

4 Q Did you ever go in person to open any of
5 those bank accounts?

6 A | don't believe so. | may have. It's

7 been over 10 years. | may have -- | nmay have done
8 that. | had a very close relationship with them

9 Q Do you renenber M. Castagnello? Do you
10 renenber neeting wth hinf

11 A Not particularly, no.

12 Q Do you renenber sitting down with himin
13  person and giving himyour estimate of the nmonthly
14 dollar amount of wres that would be comng in and
15 going out of the new Blue Flane Medical account?

16 A. |"mvery sure | did not actually sit down
17 with himbecause you were not allowed in the bank at
18 the tine due to COVID restrictions.

19 | do renenber himhanding nme a sheet of
20  paper, which I did fill out in the auxiliary room
21 you would call it, before you get actually physically
22 in the bank.
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1 Q And do you renenber one of the pieces of

2 information requested was the estinmated anount of

3 wres going in and com ng out by nonth?

4 A | do.

S Q And do you renenber telling

6 M. Castagnello that the nonthly estinated average of

7 wires comng in fromforeign countries was $25

8 mllion?
9 A | did not -- | did not specifically tell
10 him | believe | was witing everything on the sheet

11 of paper.
12 Q Do you remenber telling himthat the

13 estimated nonthly average of wires comng in

14 donestically was 75 mllion?

15 A. | may have witten that down.

16 Q Does that nunber sound right?

17 A. It could, yeah. W were dealing with a

18 |ot of transactions possibly.
19 Q Do you renenber telling himthat the

20 estimated nonthly average of w res going out

21 donmestically was 25 mllion?
22 A. Again, | don't renenber specifically
Trustpoint.One  Alderson. www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



Mike Gula CONFIDENTIAL 1/12/2021

Case 1:20-cv-00658-LMB-IDD ~ Document 150-13  Filed 05/20/21  Page 12 of 18556 144

PagelD# 3765

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

telling himbecause, fromny recollection, he handed
nme a sheet of paper and | wote it down. | don't
believe | had any personal interaction of a
conversation of that |evel.

Q Did you wite down or otherw se
communi cate, when you were at Chain Bridge Bank, that
you expected a wire of 45 or so mllion dollars
comng in fromCalifornia?

A | specifically renmenber witing to -- |
believe it was Maria or Jennifer in an email that
that's what was com ng in.

Q kay. We'll cone to that. O her than the
-- there's an email to Maria Cole I'lIl show you.

Do you renenber any ot her neans by which
you communi cated that?

A. | believe over the telephone. | had a
nunmber of phone calls with the bank.

Q Ckay. Do you know who the phone call was

with when you said that?

A. It was either Maria or Jennifer, one of
t he two.
Q When you were in the bank, did you wite
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Q Do you renenber telling M. Brough and
M. Evinger that the California transacti on anounted
to your payday, quote, unquote.

A. | don't believe | would have characterized

it as my payday.

Q Do you think you used words to that
effect?

A No, | do not believe that.

Q Did you tell M. Brough and M. Evinger

that by this transaction, you' d make enough noney
that you'd no | onger have to worry about anything?

A No, | don't believe | would have used
t hose words with him no.

Q Did you tell M. Brough and M. Evinger on
that call that, after this transaction, you' d no

| onger be reachabl e?

A God, no. Not to them

Q Did you tell themyou' d be going far away?

A What do you nean by far away?

Q | don't know. Didyou tell themthat?

A. | have a seven-year-old and a
five-year-old. | would not be going far away.
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1 Q Did you tell themthat your enail and cell
2 phone would no | onger work the next day?

3 A No, | don't believe | would say that to
4 them | specifically wanted a close relationship

5 wth them

6 Q Did you tell themthat only 10 people

7 woul d have your new contact information?

8 A Ten probably woul d have been hi gh.

9 Q What was your new contact information?
10 A My 202-713-8608 phone nunber.

11 Q Was t hat new?

12 A Rel atively.

13 Q Do you renenber them asking you on that
14 call for the contract that you had with the

15 manufacturer or manufacturers?

16 A Not specifically. But | profusely,

17 exhaustively told them | would provide them what ever
18 information they needed to be confortable with the
19 transacti on.

20 Q Do you have any recollection of them

21 specifically asking on that call for further

22 docunent ati on about your business?
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1 A. No. They said they would get back to ne
2 and | proactively enailed them where we woul d be

3 wring the noney within the United States. They did
4  not even ask where | would be -- where we woul d be

5 wring out the noney.

6 Q You - -

7 A | did assure --

8 Q For gi ve ne.

9 A | did assure themon the phone that we

10 would not be wiring -- or Chain Bridge Bank woul d not

11 be wiring any noney to China.

12 Q Do you deny that M. Brough and

13 M. Evinger on that call asked you for further
14 docunent ati on about your business?

15 A. Do | deny? What's the question?
16 MR. WHITE: Could you restate that,
17 Counsel ?

18 MR ORSECK: Yes.

19 MR VWH TE: Just to nmake sure he
20 under st ood.

21 BY MR ORSECK:

22 Q Do you deny that on that call, M. Brough

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 that wwth M. Thomas, M. Bearnman or both?

2 A |"'msure | did. | don't --

3 Q Any specific -- sorry. Wre you finished?
4 A Yeah, | was finished.

S Q Do you have any specific recollection?

6 A. No.

7 MR. ORSECK: Can | ask folks if Exhibit 56

8 has downl oaded yet?
9 THE WTNESS: M ne says conpressed and

10 it's downl oadi ng very slowy.

11 MR. ORSECK: (Ckay. So you don't have it
12 yet?

13 THE W TNESS: (Shaki ng head.)

14 MR, ORSECK: Al right. Well, we'll

15 continue on, then. Let's put up tab 280 -- I'm

16 sorry, tab 284, which will be Exhibit 58.
17 (Defendant's Exhibit No. 58 was
18 mar ked for identification.)

19  BY MR ORSECK:

20 Q This is Bates CBB 639. Do you have it?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q At 2:16, you enuiled David Evinger and
Trustpoint.One | Alderson. www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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said, "Comng in. Are you there? Need to verify in
person," right?

A Yeah. | don't know what "need to verify
I n person” nmeans. This was under caution. | don't
know i f that was aut opopul ated from himsince --

Q kay. You wrote the subject Iine and
you' re not sure about the rest?

A That's correct.

Q And did you go into Chain Bridge Bank that

af t ernoon?

A | went to Chain Bridge Bank that
af t er noon.
Q Do you know what tine you arrived?
A Sonetinme after 2:16.
Q What happened when you got there?
A | met with David and John outside the

bank. | asked them what happened. | said, you knew
this wire was comng. You were confortable with the
wire. You had no problemyesterday. Wat changed?

They woul dn't specifically tell nme in any
detail other than | believe they wouldn't be

recei ving the transaction and they wanted to cl ose
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Blue Flane Medical. | repeatedly asked why very
politely, alnost enbarrassingly, because we
specifically had a conversation the day before of the
si ze, why and what we were doing and they had no
problemwith it. And they just said, | believe, just
‘cause. They wouldn't give nme an expl anati on.
| then asked, well, | have other accounts.

Are those okay? They said, yes, those are --
accounts are okay and kept those accounts open, which
confused nme even nore.

Q Do you renenber anything else that you
said or they said during that neeting?

A. No, they would not -- they were not very
forthcom ng given the extent of the conversation that

| had with themthe day before.

Q How | ong did the neeting |ast?
A. Anywhere fromfive to 15 m nutes.
Q Was anyone other than the three of you in

attendance at the neeting?
A No.
Q Did you ask -- did they tell you that

California's bank had requested return of the wre?
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