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CATALINA RIVERA CANTE,

llefe/lt/tt?z/f'zr'/

( 'R 151 I N A l , (7.0 5'l 1: l 'A I N' 1-

1. llle ctltlll'1lll illant i 1) tllis case, state tllat lhe tkll lovving is t rtltl to tlle besl o(- lny knovvledgtl and bel ief-
.

f.)1) or abotl! tllc datk!t .$ 1 of Januafy s-lanuary 30
. 2022 in tl'le county t'f Brosvard

southern l listrict f)f r-lorida, and elsewhere . llle defcntlantls) violatetl:

t ':?( /t, 'çt't,/ 1() ?1
21 U S C. 9 841(a)(. 1 )

f ?#t.,lzçt? llvsvrilltioll
Possession with lntent to Distribute Cocaine

See Attached Affitlavit.

T...-M:k Force Officer Jokpph-Krissel, .DEA
PrizuvLl Jlzpl/t. t'I?3(/ 'itlt.

Attesltxl te by tllt! A pplicallt ir1 accordallcc B'illl I.'ed.R.(.*riln.P, 4 . l b,, 'I-t'ltspllllnc,

7 .

.z. , 
'' 

.z..t-,.+2U.'% , 'c<1 .I--lat k!. v. .. .. .. . -
/ l /t/y.., -v xtgtuttur4'-..- - t

Cily alld s1:t!t.' F'ort Lauderdale
, Florida Hon. Lurana S. Snow, U.S. Magistrate Judge

I'rilttz's l 1161,114. fzz/l/ :illb'
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AFFIDAVIT IN SIJPPORT OF CRIM INAL COM PLAINT

1, Joseph Krissel, llaving becn tsrst duly swonl- tlo hereby depose and state as lbllows:

INTRO IIUCTION AND AGENT BAC'KCIIAOtTNII

I am a ''I'ask Force Officer lbr the Drug lt'lllbrcelnent Administration (-*I)l'',A'') and

havc beell assigned to thc slialni Ficld Division since (llctober 201 7. 1 havc received specializekl

training in the means and methods used by narcotics trat'lsckers to import and distribtlte narcotics
.

drug smuggling methods, and the concealment and Iaundering of proccetls from illicit drug

tratlicking activities. l have personally condtlcted and participated in investigations conccrning the

possession, manufacture, distribution, and imponation of-controlled substances
. as well as mcthods

used to finance drug transactions and latlnder drug proceeds. During the course 01- these

investigations, 1 have participated in search warrant executions and have debrictkd or participated

in debriefings of delkntlants, infonnants, and qitnesses who had personal knowledge rcgarding

major narcotics traflscking organizations. -l'hc aforementioned investigations resulted in the arrest

and prosecution of individuals for nttrcotics violations antl other violations under Titles 1 8 and 2 1

ofthe Unittd States Code, Based upon my trailling and uxperienvtt, l alm fanliliar with the manncr

in which narcotics-trafficking organizations opcrate, incltlding the manner in which various types

of illegal drugs are cultivated, manut-acturcd, smuggled, distributed. or diverted, as well as methods

used to tsnance d rug transadions and launder drug procetds.

I also serve as a Detective with thc Margate Policc llcpartment (-$MPD'%). Prior to

becoming a I3EA Task l--orce Oflicer, I was ftssigned to the NIPD S pecial E ntbrcement -l'ea1M from

January 20 1 5 to October 20 17 and to the M PI) Road Patrol Division froln October 20 1 2 to January

20 1 5.
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I 11114 an invcstigative or Iaw cnforcemcnt (ll-lsccr ol- the Unitcd States within the

nzeaning of Title 1 8, United States Codc, Section 251 0(7). that is, an oftlcer of the United States

who is empowttred by law' to conduct invcstigations ofand to nlake arrests for offenscs enumerated

in Title 1 8. United States Code, Section 25 1 ('$( 1 ).

4. l make this Aftldavit il1 support of a crilninal complaint charg. ing Catalina Rivera

CANTE with violating -l-itle 2 l , United States Code, Section 84 1(a)( 1) (possession with intent to

distributc a controlled substance) from ol1 or about January 5, 2022, through January 30. 2022 in

Broward County in the Southern District of Florida.

'l-his A fl'i davit is bascd upon nAy personal k'nowledge
, as well as inlbnnation

provided to me by other law- enforccnpent personnel and othcr sources ot-information
. Because this

Affsdavit is being sublnitted for the limited ptlrpose of sectlring a warrant
, I have not incltlded

every fact known to nne or other law enforcenpent personnel concenling this investigation btlt haq'e

sct tbrth only thosc facts ncccssary to establish probablc caust.

PROBABLE CAUSE

INTRODt,IC'I'IIIN OF AN UNI3I?A-RCOVIt'R DEA 'I-ASK l7()RCE OFFICER *1*() CANTE

6. Bcginning December 14. 202 l . a Margate Policc Depanment Colztidcntial Source

(%tCS'') purchased gram quantities ofcocaine tiom CAN-I-I! under the direction and surveillance of

law entbrcement. -l'l4c CS purchascd aklditional gram quantities of cocaine froln CANTE on

December 16- 202 1 - and Decclnber 2 1 . 202 1 . During tllese transactions, a I.)l!A tlndercover

(è-UC'') Task l'-orcc Ofticer (.iTF()'') was introduced to CA N'l-E in order to facilitate future

narcotics transactions without the (-'S being present. A 11 of the albrenpentioned transactions were

audio and video rttcordcds and were initiated by controlled calls placed by the (.7 S t() CANTE at

phone number (469) 324-6519.

2
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(.)1) or about January 4, 2(.)22, ().-A N'l'1:- proq-ided the CS vvith tclephone ntlll) ber

(754) 55 l - l 882. to p. rovide to the Dlïzx IJ(..', in (lrder to ctllnplete future narcotics trallsactitlns.

JANUAJ!-Y 5. 2022 SALF, ()F
API3ROXIMATELY 1 9 E;RAMS 017 ('OCAINE FOR $600.00

On or about Janual'y 5, 2022. the t.lû' paid $600 to CANTE , at 1 200 North State8.

Road 7, Margatc. Broward County, Florida, to purcllase approxilnately nineteen ( 1 9) grams. tlt' a

substance that later tield-tested positive 1-01. cocainc. Iàrior to thc transaction, the UC. madt a

nulnbcr of consenstlally recorded telephone ca1 ls and text lnessages with CANTE , who was using

phone nttmber (754) 55 l - 1882, to arrange the trttnsaction.

9. At approxinzately 3 :00 IA.M ., CAN'l'l.1' was observed by law enforcelnent arriq'ing

to thc previously agrced tlpon meeting location in a white tt'hevrolet Silverado bearing Florida tag

GNX.I28. ('X,AN-I'lè( entered the passtnger scat of thc t JC's vthicle. lnside of 1he Uc 's vtthiele,

(.-AN-I'E exchangcd a white powdery substance t() thc t.JC in exchange 6-01- thc payment of $600.

(7,AN'I-E and the tJC canied on casual convcrsation betklre CA NTE exited the LIC's vehicle alld

dtparted tlw arta. Tl1t lueeting was audio/vidto fecorded. 'l'ht white powdery substance was latef

tlcld-tested at the Margate Police Departnlent, and thc restllt of the field-test was that the white

powdcl-y substancc containcd cocainc.'l-hc whitc powdery stàbstance Nvas also submittcd to tht.

I3roward Sheritrs (.lffice Laboratory for eonfirmation. bu1 yotlr aftsant has not yet received tlle

results.

JANUARY 1 9. 2022 SAI-E ()F
APPROXIMATELY 34 GRAM S ()lk- SI,ISPEC'KI' IA.IICAlNE FOR $ 1a200.00

l 0. On or about January 1 9, 2022 tlle same tJC paid $ 1 ,200 to CANTE, at 1 200 North

State Road 7, Margate- Broqvard C-ounty. I'lorida, to ptlrchase ap proxim ately thil-ty-lbtlr ( 34 )

grmns, of a stlbstance that later tseld-testcd positivc lbr cocaine. l'rior to the transaction. a ntlmber
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of consenstlally recorded telephone calls and text messages were conductcd between the t F(- and

CANTE to arrangc the transaction. 'I-he UC was able to make these consensual recordillgs b),

contacting (754) 551- 1 882 to spcttk to CAN-I-E.

At approxilnately 2 :56 P.M ., the tJ(3 al-rived to the previously agreed upon lneeting

location. CAN-I-E had previotlsly arrived in a vchicle, unbeknownst to investigators. ('A N-I-E

entered the passenger seat of the t 1(7. -s vehicle. Inside of the UC 's vehiclc- ('-AN' TE exchangcd a

white powdery substance that ('.'.AN'I'i1' represented was cocaine in excllange for the payment of

$1 200. CAN'I'l( and the UC discussed a tlip CAN'I'I! planned to take to llrlkmdo
. CAN'l'l:' exited

the UC's vehielc kmd departed the area. The mceting was audio/video recorded. 'I'lAe white

powdery substance would later lield test positive at the M argate Police Department
, whith

indicated the substance contained cocaine. The stlbstance was alst) submitted to the Browurd

Sherifl's Oftsce l.zaboratory fbr confirmation. but your At-liant has not yet received the results
.

At7ter dcparting the lueeting, CAN'l'l:.:' made telephonic contact w'ith the UC to

advise the t,J()' that she Nvould bc traveling to l3rlando to gct l'norc 'tn4aterial 
.'' lnvcstigalors

interpreted CAN-I-IZ'S statenlcnt to nlean that she was going to Orlando to ptlrchase more cocaine

tbr resale.

JANUARY 20, 2022 INSTAI,.I-ATION OF (ilàS PING ON 'I-Eiel
,!I'l l()NE (754*) 55 1 -1 882

llased on evidcncc outlined above. investig ators applied for- and werc granted a

search wan'ant authorizing 1he gathering of prospcctivc geographic location infonnation from thc

service providcr for cellular telephone (754) 55 1 - l 882. This phone nuluber w'as previotlsl)

tltilized to contact the DEA t 7(..-. to arrange narcotics tntnsactions. 'l-he warrant was signed by the

l-lonorable Judge Ilaniel Cascy. in the Seventecnth Judicial District lbr the State of Florida
.
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JANUAI4Y 30s 2022 ARREST O17 fANTE ANJASEIZURE OIt' APPROXIM A'I'EI-Y' (k()CAlNEONE KII.OI;RAM  O1' , .

14. ()11 or about January 30, 2022, invcstigattdrs obsenrcd thc cellular phone previotlsll'

utilized by C AN'l'l! travcl froln Broward County, F lorida to Orlando. l'lorida. 'I'hc phone appcarekl

to rmnain in the Clrlando, Florida area for approxinxately tlne hotlr, before departing and traveling

soulhbound.

aln on Jaa luary 30, 2022, investigators fron: the I)l'(A.

Margate PD and llroward trounty Drug el-ask' Force (--I)f 7 DTF'') established stlrveillance along thc

Florida 'l-unzpike, the route the cellular phone appeared to be traveling back to Broward County
,

Florida.

15. At approximately 9:00

At approximately 1 0:30 am, invcstigatllrs observed a white Chevrolet Silverado
,

bcaring Florida tag GNXJ28, traveling southbound 011 the F lorida turnpik-e. CAN-I-E had utilized

this vchicle on January 5, 2022. to dcliver cocaine to the UC. Surveillance was initiated on the

vehiclc.

Shortly aûer, I!()A,DTF Det. Rocco lnnco observed the vehiclc com lnit a traffic

infraction. Det. Inneo initiatcd a traffsc stop in a marked Broward Sherritrs (lftice vchiclc.

utilizing ovcrhcad lights and sircns. The vchicle came to rest in the 3700 block 01- C',oconut Creek

Parkway, within the City of Pompano Beach. F lorida. llet. llmeo made contact with the driver ol'

the vehicle and thc f'ront seat passenger, ('ANTE .

1 8. Nvithin monnents, I!Cl)'I''I-' Ilet. Dustin -l'hompson arrived to the stop. l)e1.

Tholnpson condtlcted an open-air sniff t)f the vchicle tltilizing his K.9 partner. Det. Tholnpson

advised that his 14.9 alel-ted to the presencc t)f the odor of narcotics tioln within tht N'chicle
. Inside

l
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of the vehiclc. ilet. Thompson ad vised his K9. partner alerted to a black pursc. located on the

passenger sidc floorboard of the vehicle.

A search of the black purse revealcd a eonsular identitlcation card beltlnging to

CAN-I-E. A lso located in the purse was a white grocery bag
. W ithin the white grocery bag.

wrrapped in tinfoil and contained within a gallon sized Ziploc bag
, was a white powdery substance

pressed into a brick shape. 'I-he substance was Gcld-tested using a Sirchie Nark' ID wipe
s and l)el(l-

testcd positive for the presence of cocaine. Thc suspect cocaine would later be found to have a

weight of one thousand grams, or one k' ilogranA. 'I-he Nvhite pon-dery substance u'as subnlitted to

the DEA Laboratory for confirmation- but your Aftiant has not yet received the results
.

Atter being advised of and waiving her M iranda rights, CAN-l-1( infonnctl

investigators that she was clriven t() Orlando in the whitc Chevrolet Silverado to ptlrchase the

k'ilogram of cocaine from a person known to CANTE as -tAmigo.'' CANTE admitted to paying

$25.000 for the kilogram ()f cocaine.

I Rest of page intentionally blank.)

6
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(2t IN C,1.al ,' S 1t)N

llased uptln the facts set tbrth above. l respectl-ttlly subly3it that thttre is probable

catlst. to bcl ieve thal (-atal i na Rivcra ('zNN-l-1'.) vittlated l lni ted States (...od e, Seetion 84 1 (a)( 1 )

(posscssion Nvitll kntcnl to distribute :1 controllcd substance).

F1 !, ItrI' I-IE 14 A'() t ! It A F 1? l CN NT SA ï? 1.:'1'1 l Nz.&t.!. ( ; I 1-1-.

. i' . .d.u. .,

>P
zo

e a : . : (;-''7JO 'S1) ' KRISSIII-. l ASK l ORCE 01'1 I I!R
1) t I(.J IENF'IIRI.-IfMEN'I' AI)MlNIS-I'ItA'l-l()N

. F- lh-. .Svvol''n lo 1
.'tll(1 subscrlbcd befbrc n:e telephonicall). lhis dal (71:- F ebruary

p 2022.

& . u a
t. , ) NyI()N. I.LJRANA S. SN(

l .! N l - I ' 1--- 13 S - l -,4 ' l ' 1:-- S N'l A ( ) l S ' l 'It.h 7-1 .?, .1 ( -: I ) (1E
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UNITED STATES DIS'I'RIf.'*I' COURT
SOUTHF-RN DISTRICT ()F FLORIDA

f.',ASE NO. 22-6081-SNOW

UNITEII STATES OF AM ERICA

V5.

CATALINA IUVERA (J'.ANTE,

Defendant,
/

FILED BY D,C.

rE9 2 j 2022
ANGELA E. NIJCJLE
CLERK LLS. l3lS .T CT.
(j. D. OF FLA. - FT. LAUD.

CRIM INAL COVER SHEET

llid this nAatlcr originate from a matter pending in 1he Central Region of the United States
Attorney's Ofl5ce prior to August 9, 201 3 (Mag. Jtldge Alicia 0. Valle)? Yes X No

I'lid this mattcr originate from a matter pending in the Northern Ilcgion ofthe llnited States
Attorney's Offsce prior to August 8. 2014 (Mag. Jtldge Shaniek M aynardl? Yes X No

llid this matter originate from a matter pending in the Central Region of the llnited States
Attorney's Office prior to October 3, 201 9 (Mag. Judgc Jared Straussl'? Yes X No

Respectftllly submitted,

JUAN ANTONIO GONZAI.IIZ
UNITED S'I'A'l'ES ATTORNEY

' 
... . -

r.rr r  . . .

BRIAN 1)()BI3lNS
ASSISTAN'I' tJNI'I'E' 1.) S'l'A'I'ES ATTIIItNIIN'
Court ll) No. A550 1 1 82
99 NE 4th Strect
Mialmi. Ik'lorida 33 1 32
TE L (305) 96 1 -93 04
IC'AX (305) 536-4676
llrian.Dtlblpillsrukllusdo.j .gov

Case 0:22-mj-06081-LSS   Document 1   Entered on FLSD Docket 02/25/2022   Page 9 of 9


