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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
FORT MYERS DIVISION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

V. CASE NO. 2:23-CR-88-SPC-KCD
Dior MCKENZIE

/
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Honorable Judge Sheri Polster Chappell of United States District Judge U.S. Courthouse,
2110 First St. Ft. Myers, Florida 33901

Re: United States vs. Diop Mckenzie

Tuesday, September 27", 2024

Dear Honorable Judge Polster Chappell:

I am the mother of Diop Mckenzie. I have three children ages 33, Diop 30 and my daughter 18 years old. I
have been a single parent for many years. For the past 20 years I have worked as an admissions counselor
for higher education at Keiser University. I have also been a volunteer for City Takers of Southwest FL,
feeding the indigent and the marginalized community while sharing the love of God. I also volunteer as a
church translator as needed. I am a firm believer of community engagement. I have taught my children that
we all have something to give; whether it be money, time, talent, a shoulder to lean on or a listening heart.

I am proud to say that my son Diop Mckenzie is self-motivated and enjoys a healthy lifestyle. He is a low-
key unassuming individual that enjoys being at home spending time with his young kids. When he is not at
work or with his kids, he is at the gym working out, I raised Diop to be a vegetarian, and he takes great care
of his body and how he eats. This lifestyle is challenging and requires great discipline. Diop does not have
medical insurance, and for this reason he is adamant about staying fit and healthy. He recently shared with
me that he works on building his back muscles to prevent back pain and recurring sciatica issues. Diop is a
quiet person that loves the simple things in life, like family time and playing with his children. I am thankfu}
that he is present to raise my grandkids; flaws and afl I could not ask for a better son. My hopes and future
for Diop is that he continues to raise my grandkids and is present to see all the beautiful milestones as they
grow.

1 am sincerely thankful for the opportunity of writing this letter and your time in reading it. Please feel free
to contact me as needed.

Respectfully,

-
o A :"1:'5 y % L
Isabel Valenzuela

17604 Wayside Bnd Punta Gorda, FL 33982

ivalenzuelaiw keiseruniversity.edu

239-281-3141

B
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Dear Judge Chappell,

Re: United States v, Diop Mckenzie

| am the father of Diop Mckenzie, my son was born in Milwaukee Wisconsin on May 5%,
1994. We eventually moved to Plantation Florida in 1993. | raised my son with good
work ethics, discipline, character and a philosophy emphasizing a positive outlook
towards life regardless of his situation.

During his early childhood, it became obvious that Diop had some form of a
degenerative eye disease. This would cause him many problems and frustration
growing up. He was declared legally blind in his early adulthood. At this point, Diop was
not able to see more than five feet in front of himself. This would cause Diop not to have
the opportunity to play basketball in college and enlist in the army. It was at this point in
his life that things started to unravel legally and eventually boiled over in his mid-
twenties. Diop ultimately had a risky eye surgery that resulted in Diop not being legally
blind anymore. He also has a son that was born blind, so | am not sure if this is genetic
or not.

Your honor, | am not saying that his blindness led him to commit these crimes. But Diop
watching himself lose his own vision from childhood to becoming an adult was quite
traumatizing and caused a life full of psychological stress. This trauma affected his
mental health and was a partial reason why he committed this crime. Diop used some of
the funds from this crime to fund his surgery and anything else was just pure greed and
foolishness.

Therefore, your honor, | ask that you consider deviating from the federal sentencing.
guidelines and give my son a chance to reintegrate back into society earlier. As a result,
Diop would be able to pay restitution, redeem himself, make positive contributions to
society, and make a better living for his family and kids.

Sincerely

WO 7 W@Jf

Michael Mckenzie
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Honorable Judge Sheri Polster Chappetl
United States District Judge U.S. Courthouse,

2110 First St. Ft. Myers, Florida 33901

Thursday August 29, 2024

Re: United States vs. Diop Mckenzie

Dear Honorable Judge Polster Chappell:

I am the youngest sister of Diop Mckenzie. | am 18 years old. | live at home with our mom Isabel
Valenzuela. I recently thought to fast track my high school completion and graduate a year earlier so
that | can attend college. Before making my decision, [ thought about it a lot and spoke with my mom
for feedback. | was happy she allowed me to make my own decision. She gave me the okay onthe
condition that | start college in the fall/winter of 2024, | was surprised when she informed me that
my brother Diop had this very same conversation with her many years ago when he was a junior in
high school. Suddenly | had more confidence about my plan.

| knew my brother and 1 had plenty of things in common. After learning that he too completed high
school a year earlier, | was less nervous about my decision. You see | have always looked up to my
brother. Because he is 12 years older than me, | have a lot of respect and love for him. He has always
been the quiet, kind guy, looking out for his little sister. | like to think that we are both more mature
than people our age. | love having Diop in my life not because he is my big brother but because in
many ways, he is like the dad | never had,

Most sincere and respectfutly yours,

Rerat Marie Liranzo

17604 Wayside Bnd
Punta Gorda, FL 33982
239-288-1321

lranzarenat@gmail,.com

D
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Kristina Stewart
413 SW 3rd Court
Cape Coral, Florida 33991
239-810-1044

Honorable Judge Sheri Polster Chappell
United States District Judge

U.S. Courthouse 2110 First St.

Ft. Myers, Florida 33901

Re: United States v. Diop Mckenzie
Dear Judge Sheri Polster Chappell,

My name is Kristina Stewart and | am a teacher here in Lee County. This is my fifth year
teaching, all of which have been in third grade. | have a Bachelor of Science degree in
Elementary Education and a Master of Education in Curriculum and Instruction. | am the mother
of a ten year old daughter who has started fifth grade this school year. She is active in the
community through National Elementary Honor Society, her volleyball team, and drama club. |
am honored that | share this daughter with Mr. Mckenzie.

Mr. Mckenzie and | met in November of 2011 and became good friends instantly. After
getting to know each other as friends, we entered a relationship in 2012. Through this
relationship, it was apparent that family meant the most to Mr. Mckenzie. | was able to watch
him care for his elderly grandmother, pick up his little sister from school each afternoon, run
errands for his mother, and help his brother work on cars in the driveway. It was through my
relationship with Mr. Mckenzie that | began regularly attending church, as service each Sunday
is an important value to Mr. Mckenzie.

When we became first time parents in 2013 to our beautiful daughter, Mr. Mckenzie and
| shared a once in a lifetime experience. Being young parents, we had many obstacles to
overcome; however, we overcame these as a team for our daughter. When our daughter was
first born, Mr. Mckenzie insisted on carrying her everywhere she needed to be carried - through
a store, into and out of the doctor’s office for appointments, in her car seat carrier. Being a
father came very naturally to Mr. Mckenzie, and he wanted to be our daughter’s protector.

Our daughter showed an interest in gymnastics at approximately six years old, during
the COVID pandemic when gyms were closed. Mr. Mckenzie did not let gyms being closed stop
our daughter from practicing her interest. He researched the best pullover bar and tumbling mat
for her and bought the items for our daughter to practice at his house. This is just one of the
many great memories | have of Mr. Mckenzie as a father, but one that continues to have a
lasting positive effect on our daughter who is still using the equipment to this day to practice.

Seeing Mr. Mckenzie as a father has been such a privilege; | am honored to call him the
father of our daughter. She loves showing off her dad when they go anywhere together whether
it be a school function, out to dinner, or volleyball game. My hope for the future is that Mr.
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Mckenzie is able to partake in these special moments of our daughter’s life; that he is able to
continue sharing her many upcoming milestones.

Overall, Mr. Mckenzie is a kind, gentle man. He enjoys the simple things in life and
believes in spending quality time over materialistic things. In the almost thirteen years that |
have known Mr. Mckenzie, he has always put his family and loved ones before his own
happiness. Looking ahead to the years to come, | hope that Mr. Mckenzie is able to pursue his
goals of being a computer coder and travel to new places. | look forward to sharing many first
experiences with Mr. Mckenzie on our journey through parenthood.

| appreciate the time you have taken to read through this letter.
Respectfully,

Kristina Stewart
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Lindsay Neal
1162 Hancock Creek Blvd Apt 202
Cape Coral, FL 33909
(239) 424-9675

Honorable Judge Chappell
United States

District Judge U.S.
Courthouse 2110

First St. Ft. Myers, FL 33901

Re: United States v. Diop Mckenzie

Dear Judge Chappell,

My name is Lindsay Neal, | am the mother to three of Mr. Mckenzie's children. Me and
Mr. Mckenzie met after his divorce, i have had the opportunity to know Diop on a friendship level
and a romantic level The past five years. We welcomed our first child together in September of
2020, a baby boy named Zavian Mckenzie. | had a normal healthy pregnancy but after Zavian
was born we noticed something was wrong. In November of 2020 Zavian was diagnosed with
two rare congenital conditions called Optic nerve hypoplasia and Septo-optic dysplasia. Due to
these diagnoses we were informed Zavian was completely blind in both eyes alongside many
other health issues stemming from these conditions. In March of 2023 we were given Zavians
diagnoses of autism. We as a team have fought a tough battle.

Diop has played an active role in Zavians journey since his birth, the unyielding faith
he's shown to his son, the dedication and immense amount of love truly speak volumes to the
father he is. Due to Diops active role in our family | was able to resign from my position at LEE
health and become a full time stay at home mom to care for our disabled child. After Zavians
birth we welcomed another baby boy in February of 2022 (Brayden Mckenzie) and a baby girl
(Kyah Mckenzie) in April of 2023.

I have a specific instance that will always follow me, a moment | knew Diop would do
anything and everything for his son. Zavian became very ill, he was a year old. | called Diop,
who at the time was living in Orlando, one phone call and he was packed, loaded and driving to
Cape coral. Zavian was admitted into the ICU due to being in an adrenal crisis and having
hypoglycemia. We spent 5 nights in the ICU with our son.
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Diops presence in my life has been a true blessing, he is filled with so much knowledge.
There isn't a subject left untouched, | can speak of something so left field and he would be able
to discuss the topic like it's his life's duty. Diop consistently strives for self improvement and
expanding his knowledge. Over the course of the last five years | have been given the
opportunity to watch Diop grow tremendously in life. In fall of 2022 Diop moved across the
country to New York to pursue his career in coding, he attended school for computer science.
He was able to earn his credits and become proficient in coding. Growing up we lived
completely different lifes and that plays a huge part in the reason he is very presitient in
bettering his life. | was born and raised in Cape coral , he is from the projects in Fort
Lauderdale. He would spend a lot of his time reading and researching to fill himself with
knowledge and deter himself from being a product of the environment he grew up around. Still
to this day he spends a lot of time researching and reading. Thinking of ways to prosper and
grow in life. To Diop knowledge is power , having the complete ability to acquire knowledge,
preserve and pass it on to our children is one of his life's missions.

I know due to these circumstances it's easy to see the negative, but Diop truly has a
strong sense of integrity and morals, somewhere along the way those were tested. but | know in
my heart and from my personal experience Diop has great remorse for the actions that led up to
this. If he has one regret in life it would without a doubt be the choices he made to land himself
in your court room. Prior to this indictment Diop was in the process of enlisting into the Army, he
was so excited to have a fresh start, to be doing something he loved, defending our beautiful
country. He had finally found an outing to the everyday rat race, our son would have been set for
life along with our other kids. But then the unthinkable happened when we discovered the
indictment, his world crashed. He had instant regret for the choices that were made in the prior
years.

Although the military is out of the question now, | know once he is home Diop will do
great things. | have never met such a resilient person. He has many dreams and goals in life.
Some sound a little far-fetched, maybe a little unrealistic. but knowing the man he is he will
succeed and conquer the life he has always dreamed of. One of his dreams and goals in life is
to own a piece of land in Colorado and build his own home. to live off his land, grow his own
food and raise his children in the country away from the city life, away from trouble. Diop thus far
has shown a steadfast and resolute demeanor in moving past this mistake in a constructive
manner. It is my hope that this letter regarding Mr.Mckenzie and this case will act as a positive
and contributing factor.

Respectfully,

Lindsay Neal
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