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Dear Honorable Judge Leslie Kobayashi,

My name is Tiffany Lam and I am the wife of Martin Kao. I met him when I was 24
years old, and I’ve known him for 24 years. 1 understand that there must be serious
consequences for Martin’s behavior, but as a mother and a daughter, [ am writing you
this letter to ask that your sentence be merciful for the sake of our children and elderly
parents.

Martin has always been the hardest working person I know. Despite once being at the
top of a company, he is now the humblest person I know. His true nature and upbringing
as an immigrant taught him that there is literally no job that he’s too good to do. His first
job after being fired as the CEO and stripped of all ownership of the company he owned,
was a dishwasher job making $13/hour. And I was proud of him for doing that. He
never complained or felt sorry for himself. Instead, my vivid observation was that he was
thankful; and would instead pray and thank God for blessing him with a job.

What stuck to me when I first started dating Martin, was his faith and his family’s

faith. He told me that church has always been a part of his life and even went to church
during college by himself. His childhood friends were from his family church and to this
day I noticed his parent’s friends are all from their church. He would always talk about
God and even gave me a bible for my first birthday with him. Over the course of the 20
plus years following, I also noticed that Martin’s connection with his faith started to fade.

But since his arrest, Martin’s relationship with God has been restored and he is more
deeply connected to his faith than ever. His greatest joy now is reading the bible together
as a family, every night.

Martin has always been there for my family. My father died when I was in high

school. I remember seeing my dad deteriorate to nothing. When we were young, my
mom was an elementary public-school teacher who quit her job to take care of my

dad. She raised my three brothers and me for most of my life. We did not have much
financially, so Martin would often help us fix things that would often break around the
house because my family house is very old and dilapidated and we couldn’t afford to
maintain it. What was uniquely different about Martin, was that he somehow knew how
to fix things around the house. From plumbing, to yard work, to carpentry, he just did
it. He said it was a product of his poverty growing up. When you can’t afford to pay
someone to do it, you learn to do it yourself. So, when we could not afford a new roof
for my family house 22 years ago, he was there helping my brothers and I constantly
patching each hole with tar because it would leak every time it rained, and the leaks
would always move to different spots. There are so many instances when he has helped
my family and now, he helps me care for my mother (now in her late 70’s) who got sick

EXHIBIT "B"
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when she was in her 60°s and for the past 9 years has been diagnosed with schizophrenia,
and now profound dementia and Alzheimer’s disease. As she is now unable to speak
completely. he has been instrumental in helping me care for her, with simple daily
routines such as eating, giving her a shower, changing her, as well as some of the
physically harder things to do, such as lifting and carrying her. Currently, Martin is
living with his two elderly parents near the age of 90, who also needs assistance daily.

Even my grandparents loved him dearly too. When I was young, I would go to my
grandparents’ almost every weekend, so naturally I started doing that again as they grew
older. My grandfather thought very highly of Martin, and it was not because of what he
had or did professionally, but because he would often come to visit them when he didn’t
have to. We would sit on the floor while my grandma and grandpa often sat on the same
couch, in the same place, almost my entire life. He would listen intently as my
grandfather would tell him the same stories about being in the army in WWII and being a
police officer. Martin would always make time for them. When my grandfather couldn’t
drive, Martin would drive him to Times once a week in my grandfather’s old car because
he was habitual and needed to pick up a butterfish bento and cone sushi for my grandma.

His compassion also extends deeper because he knows that the public education system
helped him gain a better life. And I feel that the more he made, the more he donated
because he always felt undeserving. We sent our son our children to the same public
elementary school as my family attended as a child. He took it upon himself to personally
pay for the installation of the air conditioning at Noelani Elementary School, donated
Apple laptops, iPads, and other necessities to help them further support their mission that
no child be left behind. As his wife, [ know his heart. He grew up poor and that is where
his true heart is.

Martin is a family man and we moved into my family house when we were married,
where | currently reside with my family and my mom. I currently take care of my mom

full time and now homeschool my two children who are ages 9 and 11. ||| [ GTGEGzc

During the past 4 and a half years, the emotional stress has been unbearable for our
family, and my children and I have waited in the unknown. Please, your honor, I beg you
on hands and knees, to find leniency on Martin, so that my kids can have a chance at life
with their father during their formative years and that I may have my husband along my
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side to help raise our two young sons. My father got sick when I was in intermediate
school, and it was very difficult growing up without a father most of the time.

When he became a dishwasher and a cook and was riding a bicycle (that he found in a
dumpster and fixed) to work, I say Martin “joyful” again. He would love to share stories
about the restaurant and the people there. Despite all his trials, when he talked about the
restaurant, I saw his smile and laugh again. I am his wife, and I know Martin’s true
nature. He is a humble, compassionate, and shamelessly down to earth man. Those are
the reasons I love him. Martin is a good husband and father to my kids. I am thankful for
being his wife and life partner and my family and I love him.

Respectfully,

-

Tiffany Lam
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Honorable Leslie E. Kobayashi February 2, 2025

United States District Judge
Prince Kuhio Federal Building
District of Hawaiiist300 Ala Moana BlvdistsHonolulu, HI, 96850

Dear Judge Kobayashi:

My name is Bill Stackman. I am the former Dean of Students at Harvard’s Graduate School of
Arts & Science. However, I am not writing to you as a Dean at Harvard, rather in my personal
capacity as a friend of Martin Kao.

I met Martin in a course we had together last semester. The title of the course is “Mindfulness,
Meaning, and Resilience.” It focused on mindfulness as a method of attending to the experience
of the present moment with full awareness and how finding meaning in our suffering and trials
can build character, hope, and resilience.

It was in a serendipitous encounter that I ran into Martin one afternoon at the Harvard Law
School student center. We shared our personal experiences, trials, and suffering. Including how
what we studied in the Mindfulness course has helped us cope. Martin was very open and honest
about his mistakes, current legal trials and challenges.

The final project of the course required that each graduate credit student select a specific
population group and present a thesis to the class on how mindfulness would benefit that group.
Focusing on what “finding meaning" might look like for this group through the lens of
mindfulness cultivation, and how mindfulness can foster a sense of personal and collective
growth, healing or sense of purpose for this population group.

Martin chose to focus his presentation on how mindfulness can help to rehabilitate, bring
meaning, and reform to those who are or have been incarcerated. He humbly shared his very
personal mistakes, experiences and pending fate before you. And how it has led him to have this

emphatic compassion for others who he feels have no resources, voice, or agency.

I hope that when you do finally meet Martin on February 13, 2025, you will see beyond his past
and look to the future and see the “Martin” that I and his peers at Harvard see.

Sincerely,

William Stackman
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The
heesecakefactory.

We are Martin Kao’s coworkers and now brothers and family at the Cheesecake Factory. Us
old timers met Martin almost two years ago. Some of us newer folks met him in the past
twoyears. Forthe old timers, all of us in the kitchen thought he would not last long. The
cookline is one of the hardest jobs in the restiurant. Espe“cially in Waikiki. And most new
cooks do not last for more than a few weeks. Not only is he still here, Martin is the main
daytime sauté cook. Sauté being the most “power station” (i.e., the most difficult position
on the cookline). For us new guys, Martin helped train some of us and made us feel like
important team members the first day we started.

Martin is our coworker and our friend and a brother. He has always been humble,
hardworking, and respectful to everyone. He trained some of us and we all enjoyed working
alongside him. He shows aloha and respect to all of us, and we know that he has become
very “local” in the past two years.

Martin may have mess up and he own’s it. Thatis why we respect him. He does not lie or
make excuses for his mistakes. But by nature he is not a criminal. Just look at him...talk to
him...listen to him...he is a good guy and not a criminal.

We are sad to see him leave, and it has been an honor to work next to a man that we know
is very smart, educated, and once higher up. Yet, he never acted or saw himself as better
than anyone else. He always helped and was respectful to everyone.

We will miss him very much and hope the Judge can see what we see. A humble,
hardworking, kind, and down to earth man.

Mahalo for considering our support for Martin.

Jjuf&# Lf/él.}éuzf

Signat Printed Name

»4/‘&) M i&Dw H L’M-VHTD

atur Printed Name
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*ERAK

Translation Via Google Translate

Q9
Dear Judge:

Hello! We are Martin Kao's parents. (George Kao and Rachel Kao). In 1977 we brought

My son and daughter came to the United States from Taiwan. From then on, the hard life of
immigration began. After years of fighting, George finally

Find a stable job at Cable Data. Rachel works as a fingerprint examiner for the California
Department of Justice (DOJ). Now we are all retired. Due to his old age and frail health, George
suffers from Parkinson's disease.

Limited mobility coupled with a lack of speech. \WWe moved from California to Hawaii to be with our
son in 2017. It has been nearly seven years.

My son has been a filial and sensible child since he was a child. During the past seven years, my
son has taken great care of us. Routine medical treatment,

My son will accompany me when shopping, picking up medicine, etc. Now that our son is about to
be sentenced to prison, this is a bolt from the blue for us. Every

Thinking about it at night keeps us awake all night, not knowing what to do. Due to George's
Parkinson's Disease, he cannot travel by plane or go out, and Rachel stays at home to take care
of him, so we are unable to visit our son. | beg the judge to

Taking into account emotion, reason and law, consider a light sentence.

We are now nearly 90 years old and may return to our heavenly home at any time. At that time,
we beg the judge to be merciful and allow Martin to go home for a few days to arrange his funeral
arrangements. This is our last plea. Wish you good health

George Kao and Rachel Kao
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5/23/2024

Hawaii Meal on Wheels
2728 Huapala Street #209
Hopoeiuu, Hawaii 96822

To The Judge,

It gives me great pleasure to inform you that Martin Kao served with our organization
as a volunteer wha helped put together meals and deliver them to Kupuna and the
disabled living in apartments and houses throughout the Punatiou/Manoa area. Martin
always arrived on time and was very diligent in accomplishing his tasks. He was eager
to pravice substantial support for our organizational goals and made himself available
to help us when needed.

Hawaii Meals on Wheels is an organization that is dedicated to helping Hawaii’s

Kupuna and individuals with disabilities. We provide nutritional meals and food

security for thnssf threatened with huniger. Thus, we can stirvive and strive in the

community with the help of volunteers like Martin, people who care about the.

- well-being of others. Our doors are always open to him to votunteer with us in the
future. ’

Sincerely Yours;,
o ﬁ"""‘“—'—-‘.
e

Bradley Akamu
Volunteer and QOutreach Director

Hawaii Meais on Wheels
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Irespectfully ask that you consider these factors when determining Martin’s sentence. His honesty
in facing his situation, recent educational achievements, consistent work history, and strong family
ties all point to an individual who has the potential and the drive to become a valuable contributor
to our community.

I believe that with the appropriate guidance and opportunity, Martin can continue on this path of
rehabilitation and personal growth. A sentence that allows for continued rehabilitation while
addressing the seriousness of the offense would, in my humble opinion, serve both the interests of
justice and society.

Thank you for your time and consideration of these matters.

Respectfully submitted,

Philip W. Miyoshi
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October 9, 2023

Dear Your Honor,

| am the defendant’s brother-in-law. | have known him for many
years. | worked for the federal government and hold a Top-Secret
Security Clearance.

Please, let me tell you a little background about what | know about
him. | knew him when he had an old beat-up green truck and would go to
the laundry mat to wash his clothes. He would constantly be at our family
house helping us. He would fix small things for us like our leaky sink, a
leak in our roof, or the washer and dryer when it was not running right.
We grew up with a sickly father, so we did not always know what to do
when things broke down. So, for example, instead of calling a plumber to
fix the sink, my mom (educated as a public-school teacher) would just put
a bowl under the sink to catch the water and it was fixed. Martin was very
hands on and taught me that you could do it yourself and he did.

He was very close and highly respected by my grandparents. My
grandfather treated Martin like a son. Martin would always visit them,
even when he was the CEO, in their tiny little one-bedroom Makiki
apartment. Martin would listen patiently even when my grandfather would
tell the same war stories over and over about being on the front lines in
the 442nd pattalion during WWII. Or his stories from the police force and
the day he retired was when he was shot at and my grandmother (who
was also a seamstress during her spare time) found a bullet hole through
the bottom of his pants. Every week Martin and my sister would take my
grandparents to Zippy’s. This was something my grandfather loved doing,
but he could not drive. At the end of my grandparents’ life, Martin was
always there for them, no matter how busy he was at work, especially
when my mom (who is an only child) started to show signs of dementia, he
was never too busy to visit or stay with them. If my mom could speak,
she would say the same.

| can’t begin to tell you the number of times he has selflessly helped
my family. When he got married to my sister they moved into my family
house with my mom, who now needs 24-hour care and he has never
complained. | cannot tell you the amount of respect | have for him.
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These days when | talk to him, | see that he is thankful for having a
job at a Japanese restaurant as a dishwasher and working at the

Cheesecake Factory. No matter what he does, | know he always tries his
best.

Thank you for listening.

With Appreciation,

s i

Chris Michael T. Lam
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Christopher Lam
Honolulu, Hawaii

6/28/2024
Dear Judge Kobayashi,

I am writing to you with a heartfelt plea for leniency in the sentencing of my brother-in-law,
Martin Kao, who is due to appear before you in your court in August. Martin has had a profound
impact on my life, serving as a role model and guiding force. I’ve known Martin for almost
twenty-five years, and he has always been there for me, offering support, wisdom, and
encouragement. His influence has been instrumental in shaping me into the man, husband, and
mature adult [ am today. I hope to provide you with some insight that might illustrate his
character and potential.

My sister and I have always been close, and this extended naturally to Martin when he became
part of our family. I have known Martin since he first began dating my sister, and over the years,
I have come to know him very well. I have watched him grow from a friend to a beloved family
member. This long-term relationship has given me a unique perspective on his character, and I
feel confident in speaking to his integrity, kindness, and the positive influence he has had on my
life and the lives of others around him.

Martin has always been an active and supportive member of our family, never hesitating to help
us with whatever we needed, always with kindness and generosity. He was there for me when I
lost my way years ago and needed guidance, becoming an even bigger role model for me by
setting an example of how to be a better version of myself. The Martin I know would give the
shirt off his back to help someone. Since I've known him, he has shown me repeatedly what it is
to be a good brother, husband, and father. He prioritized his family and was never one to
abandon any duties or responsibilities. I have always been proud to say he is my brother and
someone I look up to.

I believe the demands and obligations increased significantly when he was working at Navatek,
which may have shifted his priorities. During this time, I rarely saw him because he was always
working. Mounting commitments and pressures from those around him increasingly influenced
his actions. The pressures and workload, exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, added
immense stress as he tried to balance the demands of his job, his family, and the expectations of
the employees.

I have seen Martin show remorse and a strong desire to make amends for his actions. I have also
scen firsthand his determination to make redemptive changes in his life. He has already taken
steps towards this by helping his community and local church with needed renovations,
volunteering for counseling, learning new skills like cooking for others, and even going back to
college. I am amazed by his abilities and determination, even with such a scary and unknown
future ahead of him. I know he is determined to lead a constructive life moving forward and that
his commitment to change is sincere. I respectfully ask that you consider these factors when
determining his sentence.

I understand the gravity of the situation, but I respectfully ask for your consideration of a more
lenient sentence that would allow my brother to continue his rehabilitation outside of



Case 1:21-cr-00061-LEK  Document 144-2  Filed 02/07/25 Page 40 of 41
PagelD.1205

incarceration. A less severe sentence would enable him to contribute positively to society,
support his young family, and be a present parent to his children. Growing up without a father
myself, I know firsthand the irreplaceable hole that’s left without having a dad. I see how much
his son’s look up to him and how much they love him.

We love Martin very much. I hope to repay the kindness he has shown me throughout the years.
He is surrounded by a strong support network committed to helping him through this difficult
time.

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter and for considering my request. Your compassion
and understanding could make a profound difference in his and his children’s lives, giving him
the opportunity to prove that he can be a valuable member of society. I have faith in the fairness
and compassion of the court.

Sincerely,
Chris Lam

Vo el
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December 20, 2022
Honorable Judge Leslie Kobayashi,

| am writing on behalf of Martin Kao. | met Mr. Kao in July of 2021 when he began attending worship
services and ministry events at University Avenue Baptist Church with wife and two young sons. Martin
and his family became faithful attenders of the church. As Martin saw the many needs around our church
campus, he began volunteering his time to paint and repair old cabinets, replace floors, move old furniture,
repair doors, and much more. Mr. Kao repaired so many property needs that our church staff did not have
the time, resources, or knowledge to do.

As with most organizations, the pandemic caused many challenges for our church. In the middle of
working through many difficulties, Mr. Kao provided so many blessings for our church and staff, always
going above and beyond what was required. When our ministerial staff asked Mr. Kao if he could help us
build a coffee cart we could use for our community moms’ group and for our community English
conversation classes, he happily agreed. The church staff showed Mr. Kao an old changing table we had
found at the church. Days later, Mr. Kao returned to the church with the changing table transformed into a
beautiful cart that far exceeded our expectations. In addition to his carpentry and handyman skills, Mr. Kao
also began blessing our church family with his culinary skills by cooking and providing meals for church
family gatherings. Even more than his humble and generous acts of service, Mr. Kao blesses many in our
church family with his friendship and encouragement. When a newly single mom in our church family was
overwhelmed by having three kids with birthdays back-to-back, Mr. Kao and his wife came alongside the
mom and generously hosted a birthday party for her kids, taking care of every detail.

I have also had the pleasure of knowing Mr. Kao as a neighbor, as he and his young family have spent
much of the past year and a half living across the street from me. Every time | have needed help with
something at my home, Mr. Kao has cheerfully come to help me. As a single woman who is still learning
how to care for a home by herself, Mr. Kao has been incredibly helpful to me as a neighbor.

Over the past year, Mr. Kao and | have frequently spoken about all he has learned about himself over the
last few years. | have been so encouraged by his honesty and humility. Though many aspects of Mr. Kao’s
daily life have changed over the last few years, he continues to be a devoted husband to Tiffany and father
to Marty and Mickey. Together, Tiffany and he continue to care for their aging parents.

This year, Mr. Kao took a job at the Cheesecake Factory. | think many people would be surprised that a
former CEO would take a job washing dishes at a restaurant. However, after sharing life with Mr. Kao over
the last year and a half, | wasn’t surprised. | have watched Martin Kao humbly and vulnerably tell others
his story. | have watched him spend hours working on his hands and knees putting in a new floor and
asking to not receive any credit for it. | have watched him faithfully love his family and put them first, even
on the hardest of days. | did not know Mr. Kao before his arrest, but it is my privilege to share about the
humility, kindness, generosity, service, and compassion | have witnessed in Mr. Kao, my neighbor and
friend.

Sincerely,

Dani Beth Crosby
Family & Communications Minister
University Avenue Baptist Church





