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May 5, 2025
9:31 a.m

Confidential Video Deposition of J. DANIEL
KREI'S, held in person, with the witness and sone
parties participating in person, others participating
via Zoom pursuant to the Rules of the United States
District Court for the Southern District of
California, San Di ego Division subject to such
stipulations as may be recited herein or attached
hereto, before Laurie Donovan, a Regi stered
Prof essi onal Reporter and notary public of the
District of Colunbia, who officiated in adm nistering

the oath to the w t ness.
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A PPEARANCES

ON BEHALF OF THE PLAI NTI FFS:

ON BEHALF

Cotchett, Pitre & McCarthy LLP

840 Mal col m Road

Suite 200

Burlingame, California 94010

By: Brian Danitz, Esqg.
bdanitz@pml egal . com
Caroline Yuen, Esq. (remote)
cyuen@mpl egal . com
Vasti Montiel, Esqg. (remote)
vmontiel @pm egal .com

OF THE DEFENDANT BANK OF AMERI CA:

Goodwi n Procter LLP

The New York Times Building

620 Eighth Avenue

New Yor k, New York 10018

(212) 459- 7255

By: Val eri e Haggans, Esq.
vhaggans@oodwi nl aw. com
Anne Bayly Buck, Esq.

abuck@oodwi nl aw. com

ALSO PRESENT:

Orson Braithwaite, videographer
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PROCEEDI NGS
9:31 a. m

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Good norning. W are
going on the record at 9:31 a.m on May 5, 2025.
Pl ease note that the m crophones are sensitive
and may pick up whispering and private
conversations. Please nute your phones at this
time. Audio and video recording will continue to
take place unless all parties agree to go off the
record.

This is media unit 1 of the video-recorded
deposition of M. J. Daniel Kreis in the matter
of In Re Bank of Anmerica California Unenpl oynent
Benefits Litigation filed in the United States
District Court, Southern District of California,
San Di ego division, case nunber
21- MD- 02992- GPC- MSV. The location of this
deposition is Goodwi n Procter LLP, located in
Washi ngt on, D.C.

My nanme is Orson Braithwaite, representing
Veritext Legal Solutions, and |I'mthe
vi deographer. The court reporter is Laurie

Donovan fromthe firm Veritext Legal Sol utions.
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Counsel will now state their appearances and
affiliations for the record, beginning with the
noti ci ng attorney.

MS. HAGGANS: Good norning. Valerie Haggans
wi th Goodw n Procter for Bank of Anmerica.

MS. BUCK: |'m Bayly Buck, also w th Bank of
Aneri ca.

MR. DANITZ: Brian Danitz, Cotchett, Pitre &
McCarthy, for the plaintiffs and the w tness.

MS. YUEN: Caroline Yuen, Cotchett, Pitre &
McCarthy, for plaintiffs.

MS. MONTI EL: Vasti Mntiel with Cotchett,
Pitre & McCarthy, for the class plaintiffs.

(Di scussion was held off the record.)

MS. KOSSAR: Dyl an Kossar.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Thank you. WII the

Court reporter please swear in the wtness.

ok x k ok
Wher eupon,
J. DANI EL KREI S,
havi ng been first duly sworn, testified
upon his oath as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON BY COUNSEL FOR DEFENDANT BOA
BY MS. HAGGANS:
Q Good nmorning, M. Kreis.
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A Good nor ni ng.

Q So we, we net before in the breakout room
but ny nanme is Valerie Haggans, and |I'm going to be
t aki ng your deposition today.

We -- actually, before we get started, we
wi Il designate the transcript confidential,
tentatively.

Al right. M. Kreis, have you ever been
deposed before?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. When was that?

A | ' ve been deposed several tines. | think
t he nost recent was on a case probably ten, 15 years
ago. It was at the -- case at the -- before the High
Court of London, and | believe | was deposed in that.
"' mnot 100 percent. | testified. | don't recall
whet her there was a formal deposition, but | testified
before the court.

Q OCkay, and you said that you have sat for

several depositions?

A Yes.

Q Appr oxi mately how many?

A | can renmenber three.

Q Okay, and was that deposition or trial

testinmony, if you know?
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A The, the one with the Hi gh Court of London

was definitely trial. | don't recall exactly whether
there was a deposition. It's, it's very different in
London where, you know, |'m actually working for the
court, so | don't, I don't know if | was deposed, but
| was -- | testified on the stand.

Q Okay, and then the other two cases; were

t hose depositions or trial?

A One of them had both, and one of them was
just the deposition.

Q Okay. Do you recall how | ong ago the
depositi ons were?

A Maybe 15, 20 years ago. | nean they have
been a whil e.

Q Okay. Did you testify as an expert w tness

in those cases?

A In two of them!| did. One of them| don't
think -- I think | m ght have been a fact w tness.
|"'mnot real sure. | can explain the circunstances,

but it's not clear to ne why | was called in and
not hi ng happened, so | don't know.

Q Okay. Wiy don't you explain the
ci rcumst ances.

A Okay. So it was a case where a |arge

organi zati on had had sone fraud i ssues, and | was
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called in at one point to help themdeal with their

fraud managenent issues, and then a coupl e nonths

| ater, | was deposed. | don't believe | was an
expert. | think | was a fact -- so saying you went in
there, you saw stuff, what did you see, | wasn't
acting as their expert, | don't believe.

Q And that was the London case that we talked
about ?

A No, no. That, that was a separate case in
the U. S

Q Ckay. What was the nature of the London
case?

A The London case was a case between Househol d
Financial and British Gas where they were having a
di spute over the ownership and what that neant to
ownership in a transfer of, of accounts from one

entity to another.

Q Ckay, and that was expert witness testinony?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Well, since it's been a few years,
think we'll just go over sone ground rules for the

deposition today.

The nost inportant one is that we try not to

tal k over each other, because Laurie will be trying to
take everything down. | tend to speak quickly, so |I'm
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going to try really hard to sl ow down, and | woul d
just ask that you do the sane.

The second is that it's really inportant
t hat you answer questions verbally, because it's hard
for her to take down for the record a nod or, or a
shake of the head.

A Yes.

Q And if, and if any of ny questions are
uncl ear, just let nme know that you think that they're
unclear, and | will try to do a better job at asking
t he question, because if you do answer one of ny
gquestions, |'mgoing to assune that you understood it.

Is that fair?

A Under st ood.

Q Okay. We can take a break whenever you
want. | |like to take a break about every hour or so.
The only thing | ask is that if there's a question
pendi ng, that you answer the question, and, and then
we'll take a break.

s that fair?

A That is fair.

Q Okay. Your attorney nay object at sone
poi nt during the deposition, and that's another reason
why it's inportant for us to not talk over each other,

so that we can finish the question, leave a little
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space in case there's an objection; and unl ess he
specifically instructs you not to answer, you do need
to answer the question even if he raises an objection.
Does that nake sense?

A Yes, it does.

Q Okay. So, M. Kreis, you understand that
you're testifying under oath today, correct?

A Correct.

Q Okay. |Is there any reason that you cannot
give truthful and accurate testinony today?

A No.

Q Okay. Have you taken any nedication that

m ght interfere with your ability to answer questions

t oday?
A No.
Q Okay. Did you receive a deposition notice

i n connection with your appearance today?

A | believe |I received an email fromthe
attorneys about being here. | don't --

Q Ckay.

A | don't know if that was a formal court

thing or fromthe attorneys.
MS. HAGGANS: Ckay. Bayly, can you | ook at
the first tab.

Can you mark this as Kreis Exhibit 1.
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CERTIFICATE OF SHORTHAND REPORTER -- NOTARY PUBLIC

I, Laurie Donovan, Registered Professional
Reporter, Certified Realtime Reporter, and notary
public for the District of Columbia, the officer
before whom the foregoing deposition was taken,
do hereby certify that the foregoing transcript
is a true and correct record of the testimony
given; that said testimony was taken by me
stenographically and thereafter reduced to
typewriting under my supervision; and that I am
neither counsel for, related to, nor employed by
any of the parties to this case and have no
interest, financial or otherwise, in its outcome.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and affixed my notarial seal this 24th day
of JUNE 2025.

My commission expires: July 14, 2027

nA L p
NN Oy

LAURIE DONOVAN
NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Y s *S o
| Y P TR |
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