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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
FORT MYERS DIVISION
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
V. Case No. 2:21-cr-74-TPB-MRM

AMBER BRUEY
/

NOTICE OF CONSENT TO PROCEED BY VIDEO CONFERENCE

The defendant, Ms. Bruey, through counsel, advises the Court that the
defendant consents to change her plea from not guilty to guilty through video
conferencing so long as the waiver of her personal appearance at a change-of-plea
hearing would serve to expedite that hearing. This notice and waiver are filed
following consultation with defendant’s counsel and in the wake of the continuing and
wide-ranging public-health implications of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Therefore, the defendant consents to proceed to a change of plea hearing by
video conferencing.

Further, the defendant advises that, following consultation with her attorney,
she consents to proceed at any change of plea hearing before a United States
Magistrate Judge. Should the Court desire, the defendant shall provide a sworn and
personal memorialization of her consent to proceed before a United States Magistrate

Judge and by video teleconferencing at any future hearing in this matter.
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The defendant also waives the fourteen-day, objection period to the Magistrate
Judge’s Report and Recommendation and consents to the District Judge acting on the
Report and Recommendation and setting a date for sentencing. Should the Court
desire, the defendant shall provide a sworn and personal memorialization of this
waiver and consent by video teleconferencing at any future hearing in this matter.

Should this matter proceed by video conferencing, undersigned counsel
respectfully advises the Court it would be prudent for defense counsel to confer with
Ms. Bruey through the means of video conferencing to be provided by the Court and
prior to commencement of the change-of-plea hearing. Undersigned counsel
respectfully submits that such a conference with the defendant is not anticipated to last
longer than thirty [30] minutes and could take place immediately prior to the

commencement of the change-of-plea hearing.

Respectfully submitted,

A. FITZGERALD HALL, ESQ.
FEDERAL DEFENDER

/s/ James Lappan, Esq.

James Lappan, Esq.

Florida Bar No. 0160792
Assistant Federal Defender

2075 West First Street, Suite 300
Fort Myers, Florida 33901
Telephone: 239-334-0397

Fax: 239-334-4109
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this Third Day of March 2022, a true copy of the
foregoing was electronically filed and served electronically to Trent Reichling,
Assistant United States Attorney, Office of the United States Attorney, 2110 First
Street, Fort Myers, Florida.
/s/ James Lappan, Esq.

James Lappan, Esq.
Assistant Federal Defender




