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(PROCEEDINGS HELD IN OPEN COURT AT 9:27 AM, ATLANTA, GEORGIA) 

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Court has set aside time for 

a jury trial in Case Number 1:20-CR-296, United States v. 

Jackson, et al.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.  

Off the record for one moment. 

(Off-the-record discussion.) 

THE COURT:  Ms. Chaiken, do I understand that we have 

not secured Mr. Baptiste's presence for this trial?  

MS. CHAIKEN:  That's correct, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Therefore, we will officially start this 

trial without Mr. Baptiste.  

I want to thank Mr. Baptiste's standby counsel and 

his associate for being here, both yesterday and today.  Sorry 

to have inconvenienced both of them, but you are hereby 

released.

Thank you.  

MR. GILFILLAN:  Thank you, Judge. 

THE COURT:  You-all take care.

MR. GILFILLAN:  Thank you.  

THE COURT:  Ms. Lee, do we know if the jury is ready 

to be brought in?  

MR. MARSHALL:  Judge, sorry.  Ms. Jackson -- at 9:20, 

she had just parked and is walking to security, so she's -- 

THE COURT:  Oh, I wasn't aware she wasn't here.  I 
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was told everyone was here and ready to go.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Sorry.  

THE COURT:  We will pause while we're waiting for 

Ms. Jackson and for the jury.  We'll just recess in place.  

Ms. Chaiken, you wanted to put something on the 

record.  

MS. CHAIKEN:  Yes, Your Honor.  At the Jackson-Denno 

hearing that we held as to Mr. Foster, we had been asked about 

prior testimony that Agent Stites had given, and I had said I 

wasn't aware of any.  I just wanted to note for the record 

that we have provided a transcript of testimony that he gave 

in a bond revocation hearing as to Darrell Thomas, which have 

already been publically filed, but we've provided that to the 

defense.   

THE COURT:  Okay.  Very well.  Thank you, 

Ms. Chaiken.  

And, again, we'll go off the record and stand in 

recess while we wait for the jury and Ms. Jackson.  

(After a recess at 9:34, the proceedings continued at 

9:41 a.m. as follows:)

(Off-the-record discussion.)

MS. CHAIKEN:  Our view is that the defense should 

share ten strikes.  They had previously requested four strikes 

per defendant.  Ten strikes gives them five strikes per 

defendant.  And we don't think there's a need for more than 
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that in this case.  

And then either -- for alternates, either one strike 

per party and the defense can share them or they can each have 

a strike for an alternate.  

MS. WEBSTER:  Your Honor, I think we were planning 

to request -- when we were requesting four per party, it was 

with the understanding that, you know, there were four 

defendants at that time and that we weren't going to request 

more than, like, 16 total or something.  So I think at this 

point we would request additional strikes of seven per 

defendant, which is still less than what we had before.  I 

mean, less than what we'd have normally.  

And I think the rule allows for that pretty clearly, 

but I think that we were going to wait and see how many people 

had been struck for cause before we made that determination. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

Mr. Marshall?  

MR. MARSHALL:  Judge, I have no position one way or 

the other.  I'll go along with Mr. Foster's position, Judge.  

That's fine. 

THE COURT:  All right.  I'm going to continue to wait 

and see where we are after strikes for cause and how we are 

with numbers.  I know we're currently waiting for a of couple 

jurors to even get here, so that might affect things as well. 

MS. CHAIKEN:  How many alternates is the Court 
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planning to seat?  

THE COURT:  I'd like to do two.  I might even do more 

than that if we've got enough potential jurors, but I'll go 

for two. 

(After a recess at 9:43 a.m., proceedings were 

continued as follows at 10:02 a.m.:) 

(Potential jurors enter the courtroom.)  

THE COURT:  All right.  Counsel, you can be seated.

Ms. Lee, thank you.  And, officers, thank you as 

well.  

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.  

I'm JP Boulee, and I will be presiding over the trial 

for which we're about to select a jury.  Let me first 

apologize to you on behalf of the Court for wasting an entire 

day of your time yesterday.  This trial was supposed to start 

yesterday morning.  And through no fault of the parties that 

are here today or their attorneys something happened that made 

it such that I was not able to start this process yesterday.  

So I'm sorry that we had you waiting around most of 

the day and then weren't able to start this process yesterday.  

I recognize that each and every one of you have jobs or 

families and other places that you need to be, and so I'm 

sorry that the way things turned out we had to expend an 

additional day of your time without really any value.  

The right to a jury trial is one of the most 
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fundamental of all rights preserved in the Constitution of the 

United States.  In fact, Thomas Jefferson, the third President 

of the United States, famously said that, "Jury trials are the 

only anchor by which our government can be held to the 

principles of the Constitution." 

I recognize that your service as a juror may be 

inconvenient, but it is an important duty of citizenship.  The 

importance of your responsibility cannot be overestimated.  

It's no exaggeration to say that our justice system cannot 

function without citizens like you.  And I personally thank 

each of you for being here.  

During COVID we changed our rules and started 

allowing jurors to bring their telephones into the courthouse.  

It's very important that you do not take out your phones and 

look at them while court is in session.  Make sure that your 

ringtone is off.  

We also have strict courthouse rules forbidding 

anyone from taking pictures or video or audio recording from 

within the courthouse, and you should not take out your phones 

to access the Internet while you're in the courtroom.  

If you violate these rules, at a minimum the court 

security officer will take up your telephone and keep it until 

the end of the day.  

We are about to proceed with the questioning of 

potential jurors.  This process is known as voir dire, which 
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is a legal phrase that means to speak the truth, which is what 

we'll be asking each of you to do.  

Let me tell you a bit about the process.  First, I 

will ask you all as a group several questions related to your 

qualifications to serve on this jury.  

Next, you'll be asked individually to respond to the 

questions that are on the paper that you were given as you 

came into the courtroom.  

Then the attorneys will be given an opportunity to 

ask you questions as well.  The questions that are being asked 

of you are intended to determine if you know something about 

the case or if you have had any life experiences that may 

affect your ability to be a fair and impartial juror in this 

case.  

All the questions you're being asked have been 

previewed by me and I have determined that they are 

appropriate questions to be asked for a trial of this type.  

But if you are asked any question that for some reason touches 

on a personal matter that you would prefer not to discuss in 

front of everyone, if you simply tell me, then I will give you 

the opportunity to respond more privately with just the 

lawyers, me and court staff present.  

We're not trying to embarrass anyone or make anyone 

uncomfortable, and I trust that none of the questions will, 

but sometimes you can't anticipate what an answer may address 
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for a particular juror.  So if there's any matter that you 

want to talk about privately, just tell me that and we'll be 

happy to accommodate you in that regard.  

And if you're excused in this matter, please don't 

take it personally.  The law gives the attorneys the right to 

have a limited number of jurors excused for no express reason.  

Just to give you some idea about our schedule today, 

jury selection will likely last most, if not all, of the day.  

For those of you that are selected to serve on this jury, you 

will then receive instructions later today.  You'll get a 

break today for lunch and other short breaks during the day.  

Usually I wait until we have a jury impaneled before I give 

you the schedule, the start times, the finish times because 

sometimes that's dependent on childcare issues or something 

else of that sort.  

Those of you that aren't selected will receive 

further instructions from jury management.  

The case in which you've been selected to serve is a 

criminal case.  Criminal cases ordinarily begin when the grand 

jury indicts or charges defendants with the commission of a 

crime.  An indictment, however, is not evidence of guilt and 

should not be treated as such.  

If you're selected to serve as a juror in this case, 

you will have to decide the case based only on the evidence 

presented during the trial.  The evidence includes testimony 
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of witnesses and any exhibits that are admitted into the trial 

during the case.  

The case in which you've been selected to serve is 

the United States v. Teldrin Foster and Carla Jackson.

Mr. Foster has been accused of conspiracy to commit 

wire fraud, wire fraud, conspiracy to commit bank fraud and 

wire fraud, bank fraud, false statement to a federally-insured 

bank, and concealment money laundering.  

Ms. Jackson has been accused of concealment money 

laundering.  

This case concerns the Small Business 

Administration's COVID-19 Paycheck Protection Program.  And 

you'll get more details about it after jury selection when you 

hear opening statements.  

Each of the defendants have pleaded not guilty to all 

the charges against them in the indictment.  Under the law, 

the defendants are presumed to be innocent.  They are not 

required to prove their innocence or even to testify.  Nor are 

they required to present evidence.  If they choose not to 

testify or put on any evidence, you may not consider that in 

your deliberations.  

The burden of proof in a criminal case is upon the 

government.  It must prove the guilt of the defendants beyond 

a reasonable doubt in order for you to convict the defendants.  

If the government fails to meet its burden of proof, the 
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defendants are entitled to acquittals.  

This venire has been previously sworn.  Is that 

correct, Ms. Lee?  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Yes. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.  

As to those fundamental concepts concerning the 

burden of proof in a criminal trial, I'll restate those to you 

at the end of the case, but I ask you now, is there anyone 

among you who disagrees with or cannot follow the law as I've 

stated it?

(No response)

THE COURT:  No affirmative responses.  

And please raise your jury card if you have an 

affirmative response to any of my questions.  Just hold it up 

in the air until Ms. Lee reads your number.  

Do any of you know any of the other jurors here in 

the courtroom today?

(No response)

THE COURT:  No affirmative responses.  

Or Juror 6, is that an affirmative response or are 

you just holding up your -- 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Sorry. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  Very well.  

No affirmative responses.  

Do any of you know me?  
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(No response) 

THE COURT:  No affirmative responses.  

I know you've met the kind folks in jury management.  

In addition, the court staff that works with me is made up of 

Ms. Coudriet, our court reporter; Ms. Lee, our courtroom 

deputy; and Ms. Mueller, one of my law clerks.  

Do any of you know any of the court staff that's here 

with me today?  

(No response)

THE COURT:  No affirmative responses. 

Counsel, is your estimate that this -- is your 

estimate still that this trial is expected to take about two 

weeks?  

MS. CHAIKEN:  Yes, your Honor. 

MS. WEBSTER:  Yes, your Honor. 

MR. MARSHALL:  Yes, Judge. 

THE COURT:  Very well.  

Ladies and gentlemen, I will do all that I can to 

move this trial to as fast a conclusion as possible.  But the 

parties, of course, have the right to present their evidence 

in support of their positions, so I can't promise you an exact 

date and time that this trial will conclude.  

Counsel, if you could please introduce yourselves, 

your clients and any other persons you have at counsel table 

with you.  And if you're a member of a law firm, if you can 
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please state the name of your law firm.  Thank you. 

MS. CHAIKEN:  Good morning, everyone.  

Your Honor, may I remain seated so that they can hear 

me?  

THE COURT:  Of course. 

MS. CHAIKEN:  Thank you.  

Good morning, everyone.  My name is Tal Chaiken.  I'm 

an Assistant United States Attorney here in the Northern 

District of Georgia.  I'm a prosecutor.  

To my right is Samir Kaushal.  He's another 

prosecutor in my office.  

To my left is Siji Moore.  He's with the Department 

of Justice's fraud section.  

Seated behind us to your right is Alicia Holland.  

She's a paralegal in our office who will be assisting us 

throughout this trial.  

To her left is FBI Special Agent Stefan Bublitz.  

And to his left is FBI Special Agent Joseph Stites. 

MS. WEBSTER:  Good morning.  My name is Leigh Ann 

Webster.  I'm an attorney.  I represent Mr. Teldrin Foster, 

who is seated beside me.  Also representing Mr. Foster is 

Attorney Saraliene Durrett.  

MR. MARSHALL:  My name is David Marshall.  Good 

morning.  I am representing Ms. Carla Jackson, who is just to 

the immediate right of me.  
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And to her right is Ms. Sofia Hirani, who is our 

paralegal who will be assisting us today.  

And the name of my law firm is the Law Office of 

David D. Marshall.  Thank you. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.  Thank you, 

Counsel.  

And just a reminder, I think Ms. Coudriet is able to 

pick up everyone better if you sit closer to the mic, so -- 

and I know you're trained to always stand up when you're 

speaking in court, but for this process of voir dire, I'm just 

going to have y'all stay seated, please.  

All right.  Ladies and gentlemen, at this time, I'm 

going to ask you a series of questions.  And as I ask these 

questions, if you have an affirmative response to one, please 

raise your jury number up until Ms. Lee calls it out, at which 

point you can put your number down.  

The US Attorney for the Northern District of Georgia 

is Ryan Buchanan.  Does any member of the panel know or are 

you related to Ryan Buchanan?  

(No response) 

THE COURT:  No affirmative responses.  

Does any member of the panel know or are you related 

to any of the Assistant US Attorneys or the others that are 

here with them here today?

(No response)
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No affirmative response.  

Do any of you know any of the defense attorneys or 

the individuals that are here with them today?  Or does any 

member of the panel know any employees or has any member of 

the panel or their immediate family worked for or been 

represented by the law firms that were listed?  

(No response) 

THE COURT:  No affirmative responses.

Does anyone know or are you related to the defendants 

in this case?  

(No response) 

THE COURT:  No affirmative responses.

And, Counsel, if you could get your witness lists 

out, please.  

I'm about to have counsel read a list of their 

witnesses.  And I'd like you to raise your hand if any of you 

know any of the witnesses that may be called in this case.

Ms. Chaiken, I'll have you go first. 

MS. CHAIKEN:  Your Honor, I'd ask for permission to 

read the co-defendants' names as well since the jurors may 

hear them during this trial. 

THE COURT:  Very well.

MS. CHAIKEN:  Okay.  The people who may be witnesses 

or who are co-defendants in this case are:  Dwan Ashong, also 

known as Dwan Gilpin, Jerry Baptiste, Samantha Beechan, Bern 
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Benoit, James Berni, Jesika Blakely, Aaron Bloom, David 

Belgrave, II, Amanda Christian, Ricky Dixon, Linda Downing, 

Teldrin Foster, Andre Gaines, John Gaines, also known as Marty 

Gaines, Kahil Green -- Kahil Gibran Green, Sr., Salvatore 

Hazel, Shelli Hayman, Charles Hill, IV, Candace Hunter, 

Geoffrey Hull, Carla Jackson, Nissen Liddiard, Rick McDuffie, 

Meghan Musil, Derek Parker, Charles Petty, also known as 

Charles Knight, Gena Pyfrom-Foster, Aleem Rashid, Charmaine 

Redding, Marc Rehberger, El Hadj Sall, Joseph Stites, 

Denesseria Slaton, Darrell Thomas, Meghan Thomas, Ryan 

Whittley and Kandace Zelaya.  

MS. WEBSTER:  Our witnesses are Tainana Mitchell, 

Jennifer Murray, Jim Persinger and Jane Holmes. 

MR. MARSHALL:  And our witness is John Gaines, also 

known as Marty Gaines, that was previously announced by the 

government as one of their possible parties, too.

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you, Counsel.  

Does anyone -- well, again, let me clarify.  

Does anyone know any of those individuals that were 

just listed by counsel?  

(No response) 

THE COURT:  No affirmative responses.  

Does anyone believe you know anything about this case 

or that you've heard anything about this case before coming 

into court today?  
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(No response) 

THE COURT:  No affirmative responses.  

Is there any member of the panel who would not accept 

the law as I give it to you in my instructions, even if you 

disagree with the law?  

(No response) 

THE COURT:  No affirmative responses.  

Is there any member of the panel who has any special 

disability or problem that would make serving as a member of 

this jury difficult or impossible?  

(No response) 

THE COURT:  No affirmative responses. 

And I mentioned earlier, in a few moments I'm going 

to have you read through the list of questions and give your 

answers.  If anyone has any difficulty reading, let me know.  

That's nothing to be embarrassed about.  We can assist you 

with that process.  

Does any juror have any difficulty reading or 

understanding the English language?  

(No response) 

THE COURT:  No affirmative responses.  

Does any juror hold any belief, religious or 

otherwise, which discourages or prevents jury service?  

(No response) 

THE COURT:  No affirmative responses.  
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All right.  You heard counsel say they expect this 

trial to last two weeks.  I am hopeful that counsel for all 

the parties will move through things efficiently and that we 

will be done by the end of next week if they do so.  And I 

know, again, that probably most of you have jobs or families 

or other places you would rather be, but I do need to know if 

any of you have scheduling difficulties such that it will make 

it impossible for you to get here.  

You know, an example of a reason I might excuse 

someone is that they have open heart surgery Thursday and 

Friday of this coming week and they expect to be recovering 

from open heart surgery the first part of next week, and that 

via their doctor and their insurance company, they had to 

schedule that open heart surgery seven months ago, and it's 

going to be difficult to get it kicked back a couple weeks.  

That would be an example in which I would probably excuse that 

juror after discussing it with counsel.  

An example of which I wouldn't excuse a juror 

probably, but I'm always happy to hear the reason, but in 

another case, perhaps if I had someone who made a million 

dollars a year and was going to be out $10,000 if they were 

here the next couple weeks and that was painful to them, I 

would not excuse that juror, after, of course, discussing it 

with counsel and considering the issue and hearing that juror 

in full.  
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So, you know, there's a spectrum of things that I 

would and wouldn't consider.  And, again, I understand that 

probably all 51 of you have places that you might rather be, 

but I do need to know if anyone thinks they have a scheduling 

difficulty that is such that they genuinely can't be here and 

that in their place somebody sitting to their right or left 

needs to be here instead.  

Do any of you fall into that category?  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  14, 15, 37 and 50. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  And once your number's been 

stated, you can put your cards down. 

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  12.  

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  12 and -- was there another 

one?  

THE COURT:  All right.  Now, I would like for each of 

you to answer the background questions that you were handed 

out.  I think Ms. Lee was handing those out earlier.  

Ms. Lee will call your juror number.  And once your 

name is called, if you could please stand up.  

And do we have microphones ready?  Okay.  

If you'll stand up and speak into the microphone and 

simply go down that list of questions.  You don't need to read 

the question back out, you can just answer the question.  So 

you can say, you know, for instance, number 2, I live in 
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Roswell; 2(b), I've lived in Dunwoody and Stone Mountain over 

the last 15 years, et cetera.  

I will tell you I've done this -- it's probably an 

exaggeration to say I've done it 100 times.  I've done it 

dozens of times.  And what always happens is people will get 

to questions where they might have an affirmative response to 

something, like, for instance, 11, 11(a) asks, State whether 

you or a close relative or close friend has ever been charged 

with or accused of a non-traffic-related violation of either 

federal or state law.  

And you might say, 11(a), yes.  

And then instead of answering 11(b) and (c), you'll 

just go straight to 12.  And I'm going to have to go, oh, 

excuse me, Juror Number 78, you forgot 11(b) and (c).  So 

please read carefully.  And if after responding to one, 

something below it is applicable, please answer that as well.  

All right.  So Juror Number 1.  Are you over here or 

over there?  

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Right here. 

THE COURT:  Good morning, Juror 1.  How are you?  

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  Great. 

THE COURT:  Thank you for being here.  

All right.  You're our guinea pig.  Go ahead. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  My name is Shanketa Hammonds. 

THE COURT:  Oh, let me interrupt you.  You don't need 
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to state your names, but thank you.  We've got you using these 

jury numbers, so you can just remain anonymous.  But if you 

want to give your name, of course I'm not going to stop you 

from doing so.  Okay?  

So just state your juror number, which we've done.  

POTENTIAL JUROR:  I'm Juror Number 1.  I live in 

Conyers, Georgia.  I've lived in Oxford, Georgia, and 

Covington, Georgia.  

I am married.  My spouse is not employed outside of 

the home.  

I have five childrens.  Their ages are 25, 20, 18, 15 

and 15.  The 25-year-old is employed at Wal-Mart.  The 

20-year-old is employed at Five Below.  My 18 and 15s are in 

school.  

I am currently not employed, but I do DoorDash on the 

side sometimes.  

I have been selected for juror in my county, my 

former county.  And I'm not sure of exact dates, but it was in 

Newton County.  I'm not sure of the type of case.  And we were 

all dismissed once the jurors was picked.  

I've never served on a grand jury before.  

I have never served in the military.  

I am Baptist.  

I have some college.  I also have training.  

I am -- I serve or hold a pharmacy technician 
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certificate -- I guess it will be certificate.  I have a 

license.  

Number 11(a), I have been charged with disorderly 

conduct.  The outcome of the case was I was placed on 

probation and I took the first-time offenders.  

And number C, no, I will not be biased against either 

side of the cases.  

I wouldn't say I was a victim of a crime.  I would 

say I was a party of the crime.  

And number 13, no, me or a close relative has never 

been in either legal proceedings I would say.  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Number 2. 

THE COURT:  Good morning, Juror Number 2. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  

I live in Conyers, Georgia.  In the last 15 years 

I've lived in Albuquerque, New Mexico; Towson, Maryland; 

Alexandria, Virginia; and Chicago, Illinois.  

I'm not married, but I am engaged, set to be married 

this October.  

He is employed outside of the home and he does solar 

sales.  

I have a stepson, so he's ten.  

Let's see.  I have never served on a jury before.  

I've never served on a grand jury.  

No military experience.  
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Number 9 is not applicable.  

I have some college.  

Oh, I'm sorry, I skipped over 5.  I apologize.  

I am employed.  I work for Rockdale County Board of 

Commissioners.  I work for their code enforcement department 

as a project coordinator.  And then I've also worked at 

T-Mobile, Verizon, at their call centers.  I've also worked 

for Vivint, which is an alarm company, or was an alarm 

company.  And most recently, Atlanta Gas Light.  

And, I apologize, I'm going to jump back to 10 -- or 

11.  

Let's see.  11(a), I have been accused of possession 

of marijuana in 2014.  The -- let's see.  The outcome, it was 

guilty deferred and a year probation.  

I don't believe it would cause me to be biased.  

Number 12 is not applicable.  

And then number 13 is not applicable. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Number 3. 

THE COURT:  Good morning, Juror Number 3. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  I live in Stockbridge, Georgia, 

over 30 years.  

I'm single.  I don't have children.  

I'm retired.  Let's see.  I worked for AT&T.  

I did serve on a jury two weeks ago at McDonough 
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Municipal Court.  It was a criminal case.  I was not the 

foreperson.  

Let's see.  Let's see.  I served on a jury that 

deadlocked?  No.  

I've been on the grand jury.  

I haven't been in the military.  

9 doesn't apply.  

10, I have an associate's degree, Nassau Community 

College.  

Let's see.  Number 11, no, I wouldn't be biased.  

I don't have a friend that was charged with a crime.  

12, all no.  

And 13 is no. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Number 4. 

THE COURT:  Good morning, Juror Number 4. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  I lived in Buford 

last 24 years.  

My spouse work at home.  

I have two children, 24 and 21.  That one, 24, he 

work as an accountant.  

I'm employed.  I'm a machine operator.  

Number 6, I've not served before.  

Number 7, no.  

Number 8, no.  
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Number 9, no.  

I have a degree in accounting.  

Number 11, no.  

Number 12, no.  

Number 13, no. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Number 5. 

THE COURT:  Good morning, sir. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  

I currently live in Lawrenceville, Georgia.  I did 

live in Chicago, Illinois.  

I am not married.  

I do not have any children.  

I'm currently employed at lululemon and Home Depot.

I have not served on a jury before.  I have not 

served on a grand jury.  

I've not served in the military.  

I am Muslim.  

I'm currently a full-time student at Georgia Tech.  

11 is not applicable.  

12 is not applicable.  

13 is not applicable.  

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Number 6. 

THE COURT:  Good morning. 
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POTENTIAL JUROR:  My juror number is 101119 -- 

THE COURT:  Ma'am, we just need Juror 6.  That's 

okay.  We don't need that other number.  Thank you.  

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Okay.  Well, all right, then.  

I live in East Point, Georgia.  I also lived in North 

Carolina near Greensboro for three years.  And then I came 

back here.  

I am married.  

My husband is not employed outside of the home.  He 

is retired.  

We -- I don't have any children.  

I am not employed.  I'm retired.  I went out on a 

medical issue.  Lots of arthritis.  

I've never served on a jury.  I've been called 

numerous times but been exempted.  

Never served on a grand jury.  

No to the military.  

Since I got out of my initial profession, I don't 

have any professional organizations.  

I have an associate's degree in emergency medical 

technology.  

I have -- is a nephew considered a close relative?  

THE COURT:  Sure. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Okay.  Well, I have a nephew that 

has been charged and spent time in jail many times, everything 
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from drugs to stealing a car and just every -- everything.  

And that goes down to -- and he -- it would not make 

me biased on it except that he angers me.  

I don't know of anybody in my family that's been a 

victim of a crime.  

And I don't know of anybody that's been a witness to 

a crime.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you very much.

POTENTIAL JUROR:  You're welcome. 

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Number 7. 

THE COURT:  Good morning. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  

Juror 7.  

Let's see.  I've been in Atlanta for the past 

15 years.  

I'm married.  My wife is an architect.  

I have a seven-year-old.  

I am -- I build websites.  I work for a digital 

agency out of Brooklyn called Huge.  Before that, Sapient and 

Iconologic.  

I've never been on a jury or a grand jury.  

I was in the Army from '95 to 2021.  

No organizations.  

Some college.  

Charged, also had a nephew that did some things.  I 
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don't have a lot of details, though.  Sorry.  

Close -- no other crime stuff on 12. 

THE COURT:  11(c). 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Sorry.  I apologize.  

No, no bias.  

You said I would skip that and you were right.  

And 12 and 13, no.

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Number 8. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning. 

THE COURT:  Good morning. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  I live in Ellenwood, Georgia.  I've 

lived in Decatur previously.  

I am not married.  

I have three children.  They are five, seven and ten.  

I am employed.  I work for State Farm Insurance 

company as a customer service representative.  

I have been selected -- well, I was there for jury 

duty but I wasn't selected.  

Never served on a grand jury.  

Never been in the military.  

Number 9 doesn't apply to me.  

I completed high school.  

I had a nephew previously, about a month and a half 

ago, he went to jail.  Don't know what the case was on that.  
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And number 12 and 13 does not apply.  

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Number 10. 

THE COURT:  Good morning. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  

Okay.  I live in Acworth, Georgia.  Before that I 

lived in Tennessee.  

I am married.  My spouse is a sales -- is in sales.

I -- we have two children.  They are 18 and 11.  

They're both still in school.  

I work for myself.  I'm a graphic artist.  Before 

that I've done various things so that I could stay at home, 

like spin yarn, just things like that, jewelry.  

I've never served on a jury.  

I've never served on a grand jury.  

I've never served in the military.  

I'm not a part of any organizations.  

I have a BSED in language arts for grades 7 through 

12 from the University of Georgia.  

11 is no.  

12 is no.  

And 13 is no. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  11. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Hello.  I'm Juror Number 11.  
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I've lived in Lawrenceville, Georgia, for 25 years.  

I am widowed.  

My children are 20 and 21.  My 21-year-old is 

employed with Pizza Hut.  My 20-year-old is employed with Papa 

Johns. 

My job, I'm a therapist.  I work for Transformations 

Therapy of Atlanta.  It's located in Lilburn.  

12 years prior to that I was a full-time student.  

Before that I was a full-time mom.  

I've never served on a jury.  

I've never served on a grand jury.  

I've never served in the military.  

I'm Episcopalian.  

I belong to AA.  I'm the general service 

representative for that organization.  

I have a master's degree from Mercer University in 

clinical mental health counseling.  

As a member of AA, I have many close friends who have 

been charged and accused with crime, state and federal, served 

time, state and federal.  

I am not biased.  

As far as I know, number 12, I don't believe.  

13, no, not applicable. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.  

And Juror 7, we moved so quickly from Juror 7 to 
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Juror Number 8 that I forgot to thank you for your service to 

our country.  

What did you do in the military?  

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Various things.  At one point I -- 

at one point I was -- almost like a computer caddy to a bunch 

of Generals, kind of helping them with the digital 

transformation. 

THE COURT:  Were they kind of high maintenance?  

POTENTIAL JUROR:  They're -- honestly, their captains 

were more of a pain in the neck than they were.  They were 

pretty cool. 

THE COURT:  Good to know.  

All right.  Well, thank you for your willingness to 

do that for our country. 

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Number 12. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  I live in Smyrna, Georgia.  I also 

lived in Tucker, Georgia.  

I'm married.  My husband works in marketing and also 

customer service part-time.  

I have no children.  

I'm employed.  

I work for -- I have two jobs.  I work as a 

university bursar at Clayton State University, and I'm also an 

adjunct professor at Atlanta Technical College.  

I've never served on a jury before.  
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I've never served on a grand jury before.  

Never served in the military.  

I am not affiliated with any organization.  

Highest level of education, I have my doctoral 

degree.  I have my doctorate in business administration.  

11, not applicable.  

12, not applicable.  

13, not applicable.  

THE COURT:  Thank you. 

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  13. 

THE COURT:  Good morning, Juror 13. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  13.  Good morning.  

I live in Woodstock, Georgia.  I also lived in 

Roosevelt, Georgia.  

Single.  

No children.  

Employed with Amazon Web Services as a customer 

support engineer.  Also worked for Verizon and AT&T before.  

Never served on a jury before.  

Never served on a grand jury.  

Didn't serve in the military.  

9 is not applicable.  

College degree from University of Alabama at 

Birmingham.  

11, 12, 13 are no. 
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THE COURT:  Thank you. 

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  14. 

THE COURT:  Good morning, Juror 14. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  Juror Number 14.  

I live in Sandy Springs.  I've lived in Bloomington, 

Indiana, and Chicago, Illinois, over the last 15 years.  

I am married.  My wife works at a school.  She does 

admissions.  

I have a two-and-a-half-year-old son.  He's not 

employed.  

I am employed.  I work for a company called Medicat.  

I sell medical software.  And I've worked in sales at other 

software companies over the last 12 years.  

I've never served on a jury before.  

I've never served on a grand jury before.  

Never served in the military.  

I am affiliated with a synagogue in Sandy Springs.  

I got my bachelor's degree at Indiana University.  

And I studied business.  

11, 12 and 13 are no.  

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Number 15. 

THE COURT:  Good morning. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  

I'm not sure if I need this.  
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I live in Sandy Springs.  I've also lived in 

Jacksonville, Florida, before that.  

I am married.  My husband does work outside the home.  

He is in finance.  

I have one son.  He's ten.  

I am employed.  I work for FirstKey Homes.  It's a 

property management company.  

And before that I worked for Fidelity National 

Financial, which is the largest title underwriter in the 

country.  

I have served on a jury before.  It was in 

Jacksonville in 2005.  I was not the foreperson.  

E is not applicable.  

I've never served on a grand jury before.  

I've never served in the military.  

The professional organization is the State Bar of 

Florida, because the answer to number 10 is that I am an 

attorney, so I have my juris doctorate from Florida Coastal 

School of Law, which is in Jacksonville.  

11, 12 and 13 are not applicable.  

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Number 16. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  16.  

I live in Lawrenceville, Georgia, for over 20 years.

I'm married.  My husband is an electrician.  
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I have two children, 23 and 21.  My 21-year-old works 

for a -- boarding and grooming for dogs.  My son does building 

playgrounds for different schools.  

I am employed.  I am a special needs bus driver for 

Gwinnett County Public Schools.  

I have served on a jury before.  Maybe -- it's been 

over five years.  I think it was an insurance case, car 

accident.  Was not the foreperson.  

No grand jury.  

No military.  

I'm Baptist.  

High school education with a -- hold a CDL permit.  

My son was charged with underage drinking when he was 

18.  

I think that's it.  

No 12.  

No 13. 

THE COURT:  Juror 16, you know, I get that you and 

perhaps others sitting back there might not want to be here 

today, but I always enjoy jury selection because I get to hear 

a little bit about what people do.  

And I just want to tell you that I'm glad that there 

are people like you that are willing to take the job of 

special needs bus driver.  I bet that that's ten times harder 

than my job.  So thank you for doing it. 

Case 1:20-cr-00296-JPB-CMS     Document 1025     Filed 06/14/24     Page 35 of 89



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT - OFFICIAL CERTIFIED TRANSCRIPT

35

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Thank you. 

THE COURT:  Those kids are lucky to have you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  17. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  

I live in Hampton, Georgia.  I've been there about 

15 years now.  

I am married.  My wife works as a therapist.  

My son is 22 years old.  He just started working at 

Emory as a nurse.  

I've never served on a jury.  

Never served on a grand jury.  

Never been in the military.  

I'm Baptist.  

I have a high school diploma.  

11, 12 and 13 are no. 

THE COURT:  Thank you, Juror 17.  And good morning, 

to you. 

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Number 18. 

THE COURT:  Good morning, Juror 18. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Hello.  

I live in Tucker, Georgia, area.  And I've lived 

there way longer than 15 years.  

I am married.  And my husband works as a museum 

technician.  He's an independent contractor.  

I have two kids.  They're 31 and 26.  And the 
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31-year-old is -- works for High Lantern Group, a consulting 

firm.  And the younger son is a graduate student.  

I am a physical therapist assistant working for 

Primacare Physical Therapy in Suwanee.  Before that, I was a 

preschool teacher at Oak Grove Young Children's School.  

I have served on a jury in DeKalb County.  It was a 

criminal case.  I was not the foreperson.  And we reached a 

verdict.  

Never served on a grand jury.  

Not served in the military.  

I'm a member of the American Physical Therapy 

Association.  

I got my bachelor's degree from Georgetown in 

international affairs.  And then I got an associate's degree 

from Chattahoochee Tech.  That was in physical therapy 

assistant.  

11, 12 and 13 are all no.  

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Number 19. 

THE COURT:  Good morning. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  I'm number 19.  And 

let me get my glasses.  

Okay.  So I've lived in McDonough, Georgia, for 

15 years.  

I'm separated.  
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I have two kids.  One is 19, who is preparing to go 

to trade school.  I have a 23-year-old who is employed at Issa 

Law Firm as a legal assistant.  

I work for myself.  I'm a real estate agent for 

Keller Williams.  

I have not served on a jury before.  

I have not served on a grand jury before.  

I'm not in the military or have been in the military.

I'm a part of the National Association of Realtors.

And I have an associate's degree.  I don't remember 

what school.  It was many years ago.  

And 11, 12, 13 is not applicable.  

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Number 20. 

THE COURT:  Good morning. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  I'm Juror Number 20.  

I live in -- I've lived in Roswell, Georgia, for over 

20 years.  

I'm married.  My spouse is retired.  

I have two children.  One is 25.  He's in school.  

The other one is 36, and he's an attorney.  He works for 

Martin & Miller (sic) in Atlanta, Georgia.  

I'm employed.  I'm a scientist.  I work at the US 

Center for Disease Control and Prevention.  I've been there 

all my career, which is over four decades.  
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I have not served on a jury before.  

I have not served on a grand jury before.  

I've not served in the military.  

I'm a Bahá'í religion.  

I have a doctorate degree from Georgia State 

University in chemistry.  

Number 11 is no.  

Number 12 is no.  

And number 13 is no.  

Thank you. 

THE COURT:  Thank you. 

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  21. 

THE COURT:  Good morning.  

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  

I live in Marietta, Georgia.  Prior to that I was in 

Brookhaven and Decatur.  

I am married.  My wife does not work outside the 

home.  

We have five children.  They are nine, nine, six, two 

and two.  

I am employed with Lightbeam healthcare.  I'm a 

software product manager.  Prior to that I worked for Jvion 

and SPH Analytics, healthcare analytics companies.  

I have served on a jury before.  It was about 

18 years ago in the Atlanta area.  It was assault on a police 
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officer, resisting arrest case.  We did reach a verdict.  

I have not served on a grand jury or the military.

I'm a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-day Saints, also known as the Mormon Church.  

I did my bachelor's at Brigham Young University in 

psychology and an MBA at Emory University.  

And 11, 12 and 13 are no.

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  22. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning. 

THE COURT:  Good morning. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  I live in Covington.  I lived in 

Loganville before that.  

I am married.  My wife does not work.  

I have three sons:  30, 27 and 25.  The 30 is a 

self-employed, electrical.  The 27 builds cabinets.  

25-year-old works for the 30-year-old.  

I'm self-employed.  I'm in sales.  

I've never served on a jury.  

Never served on a grand jury.  

No military service.  

I'm Baptist.  

I have a high school education with two years of 

college.  

11, 12 and 13, no. 
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THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  23. 

THE COURT:  Good morning. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Hey.  Good morning.  

Currently I live in Canton, Georgia.  Prior to that, 

all in Georgia, Alpharetta, Roswell, Brookhaven and Stone 

Mountain.  

I am married.  My wife is a real estate agent.  

I have one daughter who's two and expecting another 

in a couple months.  

I am employed.  I'm an internal auditor for 

Scientific Games.  

Never been on a jury.  

Never been on a grand jury.  

Did not serve in the military.  

Professionally, I'm a member of the Institute of 

Internal Auditors.  

And religiously I am Baptist.  

Education, I have a bachelor's degree in accounting 

from Oglethorpe University.

And 11, 12 and 13 are no.

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  24. 

THE COURT:  Good morning. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  I'm Juror Number 24.
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I live in Bethlehem, Georgia, currently.  Prior to 

that was Braselton and Auburn.  And that probably covers 

15 years.  

I am married.  My wife is employed.  She was a felony 

probation officer here in Gwinnett County for a number of 

years.  And she has currently moved into a position of 

teaching criminal law and justice at Barrow County High 

School.  

I do have children.  I have three daughters:  28, 25 

and 20.  My 28-year-old works at a hair salon.  My 25-year-old 

is a paralegal or legal assistant, along those lines.  She 

works with personal injury attorneys and personal injury 

cases.  And my youngest, my 20-year-old, is a junior at 

University of North Georgia and not employed.  

I am employed.  I've spent 20 years doing utilization 

review.  Nobody knows what that is.  But, in a nutshell, those 

are the folks who -- I work for agencies who provide 

alcohol and mental health -- drug treatment and mental health 

services.  My job is to present the clinical information from 

those cases to insurance companies to try to convince them to 

pay the claim for that treatment.  

More recently, they moved me into doing clinical 

documentation training.  So right now my focus is on training 

facilities, nurses, case managers how to document clinically 

in cases in such a way that would get insurance to pay their 
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bills for them.  

And that covers where I've worked for 12 years.  I've 

been doing that 20 years.  

I have never served on a jury before.  

I have never served on a grand jury.  

No military experience.  

I am a professional counselor by trade.  So I'm a 

member of the state licensing board in Georgia for my license, 

as well as the national board.  

Other than that, I'm not overly social and I'm not 

overly religious.  

My education level, I have a master's degree in 

therapy.  Undergrad from UGA, master's from Kent State 

University.  

Okay.  For 11, everybody says no to these.  I'm going 

to take a second.  Many years ago I did receive a DUI, was 

charged with fraudulent government documents related to an 

underage fake ID.  I was charged with manufacturing a 

controlled substance, which was growing marijuana, and 

possession of marijuana.  Everything was dropped other than 

the possession charge, which I did a year of probation for.  

In terms of 11(c), would that cause me bias?  I do 

have a lot of issues with how my case was handled in Clarke 

County.  But that was a long time ago and this is not Clarke 

County, so hopefully no.  
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Victim of a crime.  I was once a victim of an assault 

and separate incident of a home robbery, my home was broken 

into.  Two separate incidents.  

One was many years ago, early '90s.  The other one, 

the assault, was within the last 17 years.  

Both people who committed those crimes were caught, 

charged and convicted.  Part of the property that was lost was 

recovered.  And the person who committed the assault was 

charged, I don't know what his sentence was, but he also had a 

restraining order.  That would cause me no bias.  

Okay.  A close friend or family member has been a 

witness in a legal proceeding.  

My wife, having been a felony probation officer for 

20 years, part of her job on a regular basis was to appear in 

court as a witness to report on the status of her parolees.  

Or probationers, I should say, not parole.  So she was 

testifying frequently.  

Other than that, I think the answer is no.  

That is it.  

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  25. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  Juror 25.

I live in Smyrna.  In the last 15 years I have lived 

a couple other places around the Atlanta area, Decatur, 

Midtown, and bounced back and forth between here and Chicago.  
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A couple difference places in the Chicago area, too.  

I am married.  My spouse is employed outside of the 

home.  She is a manager at Home Depot corporate.  

I have one eight-year-old son.  

I am employed.  I run a human factors and user 

research consulting firm that is based out of Chicago.  

I have not served on a jury before, nor a grand jury, 

nor in the military.  

Organizations, just professional ones.  Human Factors 

and Ergonomics Society, Association for the Advancement of 

Medical Instrumentation, other things like that.  

I have a master's degree from the University of Idaho 

in human factors psychology.  

11, my father has been charged with -- I believe the 

charge was wire fraud.  It had to do with hotels and money.  

And he spent some time in a white collar federal institution, 

three years.  He is out now.  I don't think that would have 

any bias on anything to do with this case.  

12, no.  

13, no. 

THE COURT:  Thank you. 

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  26.  

THE COURT:  Good morning. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning. 

THE COURT:  Let me interrupt you, Juror Number 26, 
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just for a moment.  

For the great majority of this proceeding I'm going 

to need all of you to be in here at the same time.  For this 

part, where each of you is just individually answering these 

questions, I'm able to tolerate you leaving to take a quick 

comfort break outside and coming right back in after a few 

minutes.  

So if any of you that aren't either currently asking 

questions or are going to be within the next five to six to go 

need a very brief comfort break, you're welcome to head out to 

the hall and come right back in.  

Officer, if you could kind of keep track of who's 

gone at any given moment in case I get to the point of the 

trial where I need to have everyone here to say something, I 

would appreciate it.  

Thank you. 

I interrupted you.  You can go ahead, Juror 26. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  I'm Juror 26.  

I live in Norcross, Georgia.  Before, I was in 

Decatur, Georgia, and before that Ohio.  I lived two years in 

Suwon, South Korea.  And then I'm from West Lafayette, 

Indiana.  

I'm currently married.  My spouse is a registered 

nurse.  She works in the NICU at Northside Hospital in 

Atlanta.  
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I don't have any children.  

I'm currently employed.  I'm a licensed professional 

counselor.  I work at Summit Counseling.  I'm a school-based 

therapist.  I'm located at Northview High School and River 

Trail Middle School in Johns Creek, Georgia.  

I also have an LLC called Oikos Counseling and 

Consultation where I am a therapist and also a consultant and 

educator.  

I'm also an adjunct professor at the University of 

Oklahoma in the addictions program.  

Before I was a therapist I was a soccer player.  

I've never served in the jury.  

I've never served in the grand jury.  

I've never served in the military.  

I am a licensed professional counselor.  I'm also 

part of the ACA, the American Counseling Association -- 

(Clarification by the court reporter.)

POTENTIAL JUROR:  The licensed professional counselor 

organization of Georgia.  And I'm also a member of the 

American Counseling Association.  And I don't have any other 

religious or social organization.  

I finished my master's from Georgia State University 

in clinical mental health counseling.  And I'm currently a 

doctoral candidate at the University of Georgia.  

11, 12 and 13 is not applicable for me.  
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THE COURT:  Thank you. 

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  27. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  I'm Juror 27. 

THE COURT:  We're going to go off the record for one 

moment. 

(Off-the-record discussion.) 

THE COURT:  Go ahead, Juror Number 27. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  I live in Marietta.  I've lived in 

Roswell, Georgia, and Scotch Plains, New Jersey.  

I am married.  My wife works in healthcare.  

I have two children, 43 and 38.  The 43-year-old is 

self-employed.  And the 38-year-old is in sales.  

I am employed in healthcare environmental service.  

I've never served on a jury before.  

Not on a grand jury.  

And I have not been in the military.  

I belong to the Environmental Service Association.  

And I'm Catholic.  

I had an associate's of applied science from Suffolk 

County Community College and a bachelor's degree from New York 

Institute of Technology.  

My older son was charged for trespass on -- of being 

on the railroad tracks of New Jersey Transit.  

And I've had a car stolen.  

And number 13 is no. 
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THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  28. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Hi.  I'm Juror 28.  

THE COURT:  Good morning. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  I live in Marietta, Georgia.  And 

for the past 15 years I've lived in Sandy Springs; Covington; 

South Carolina -- Beaufort, South Carolina, for a little bit; 

back to Marietta.  

I am married.  My spouse is employed outside the 

home.  He's been at CNN as a journalist for 33 years.  He's a 

video editor and photographer.  

I don't have children.  

I am self-employed now.  I'm a fine artist/painter 

and part of an art collective.  Before that I was at CNN for 

24 years and -- well, I was there for 23 years and went back 

freelance a few years ago.  

I have never been picked for a jury before.  

I have never served on a grand jury.  

I've never served in the military.  

I am an Episcopal.  

I have a bachelor degree in art.  And then after I 

was at CNN, I went back to Georgia State and Kennesaw State 

for fine art.  

I've never had anybody -- 11 is not applicable -- 11 

doesn't apply.  
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And number 12, I did -- I was a victim of a home 

invasion.  And the perpetrator was caught, but none of my 

property was recovered.  And I don't know if he was 

prosecuted, but the detective did tell me that he was caught.  

I don't think I would be biased because of that.  

And number 13 does not apply.  

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  29. 

THE COURT:  Good morning. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Hi.  Good morning.  I'm 29.  

I live in Acworth, Georgia.  Lived in Sandy Springs 

before that.  

I'm single.  

No kids.  

I am employed.  I'm a vet tech in Smyrna.  Before 

that, I ran a cat rescue for three years.  

I've never served on a jury, grand jury.  

No military.

I am Episcopalian.  

I have some college and my vet tech completion 

certification.  

11, so a guy I was dating like ten years ago got 

convicted of check fraud.  I don't know what happened after he 

was arrested, but that's about it.  

And then 12 and 13 are no.  
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THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  30. 

THE COURT:  Good morning. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  

I live in Acworth, Georgia.  I've also lived in 

Kennesaw, Georgia.  

I am married.  My son is -- my husband is a paramedic 

RN.  

We have an almost two-year-old.  

I'm employed with Cobb County School District.  

I've never served on jury or grand jury.  

No military.  

I am Christian.  

I have a bachelor's degree in early childhood 

education from Kennesaw State and a master's degree in early 

childhood education from Georgia Southern.  

What's next?  Number 11, I guess a brother-in-law 

technically counts by law that he's a close relative, but we 

don't, like, associate.  He was convicted of assault with a 

deadly weapon and pled guilty.  That would not make me bias 

towards this case.  

Number 12, no.  

Number 13, no.  

THE COURT:  I was just -- we're off the record for 

one moment. 
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(Off-the-record discussion.) 

THE COURT:  Good morning. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  I am Juror 

Number 31.  

I currently reside in Mableton, Georgia.  And prior 

to that Smyrna, Georgia; Cleveland, Ohio; and Elkridge, 

Maryland.  

I'm currently married.  My spouse is employed outside 

the home as an attorney.  

I have two children, ages five and one.  

I am currently employed.  I work for Google as a 

human resources business partner.  Prior to that, I worked 

human resources at WestRock and GE.  

I have never served on a jury before.  

I have never served on a grand jury before.  

I have not served in the military.  

I am Christian.  

I have a bachelor's degree in English from Clemson 

University and a master's degree in business and human 

resources from the University of South Carolina.

11, 12 and 13 are no.  

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  32. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  I'm Juror Number 32.

I live in Sandy Springs, Georgia, the last 15 years.  
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I've also lived in New York City and Columbia, South Carolina.

I'm not married.  

No children.  

I'm employed now.  I work in sales.  I've worked 

in sales -- now I work at a company called Gordian Software.  

Before that, I worked at a variety of small software 

start-ups.  

Never served on a jury.  

Never served on a grand jury.

Never been in the military.  

I'm a Catholic.  

I have a bachelor's degree in business from 

University of South Carolina.  While there, I received an 

underage drinking ticket.

Number 11, that wouldn't bias me in this case.

And then 12 and 13, no, no. 

THE COURT:  Thank you. 

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  33. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  I am Juror 

Number 33.  

I live in Douglasville, Georgia.  I've also lived in 

Atlanta, Georgia.  

I am not married.  

I do have one daughter.  She is 20 years old.  She 

works in a cardiologist's office.  
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I am employed.  I work for Cox Communications.  I've 

been working for them for quite some time.  

I've never served on a jury before.  

I've never served on a grand jury before.  

I've never served in the military.  

Number 9 does not apply.  

I have a bachelor's degree in journalism from Georgia 

Southern University.  

Number 11 does not apply.  

Number 12, let's see here.  Yes.  Convicted of a 

crime.  Let me see.  Hold on for a second.  

I was a victim of robbery.  I'm not sure if the 

perpetrator was caught.  Those items were not recovered.  It 

would not hold me as bias to this case.  

And number 12 does not apply.  

THE COURT:  Thank you.  And 13?  I'm sorry.  Did 

you -- there's question 13 -- I want to go back to Juror 33 

for one moment.  Question 13. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Question number 13 does not apply. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  Thank you.  

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Yeah. 

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  34. 

THE COURT:  Good morning. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  All right.  Good morning.  I'm 

Juror Number 34.  
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I live in Norcross.  I've lived in DeKalb County, 

Fulton County and Kentucky.  

I'm married.  Spouse is a full-time mom.  

I have a two-year-old.  

I'm employed in commercial real estate for Calloway 

Title and Escrow.  Before that I worked at Premium Title.

Number 6, no.  

Number 7, no.  

Number 8, no.  

Number 9, Catholic.  

Number 10, I have a bachelor's degree in economics 

from Centre College.  

Number 11, no.  

Number 12, no.  

And number 13, no. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  35.

THE COURT:  Good morning.  

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  I'm Juror 35.  

I live in Newton County, Covington, Georgia.  I've 

lived in Doraville, Georgia, and then moved back to Covington.  

Yes, I'm married.  My wife is a bus driver.  

I have two kids.  27-year-old, she's in college.  

13-year-old, still in school.  

I'm a truck driver for Airgas.  I've been there, 
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like, 20-some years now.  

Never served on a grand jury.  

Well, I'm sorry.  I've never served on a jury.

Never served on a grand jury.  

No military experience.  

I'm a Christian.  

High school diploma.  

Number 11, yes, I have a nephew that was convicted 

with robbery.  He served like 15 years in prison.  

Would that make me bias, no, it wouldn't.  

Number 12, it's no.  

13 is no.  

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

POTENTIAL JUROR:  You're welcome. 

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  36. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  I'm Juror 36.  

I live in Loganville, Georgia.  I've also lived in 

Stone Mountain.  

I am married.  My spouse is currently home recovering 

from a stroke, so he's home.  

I have two kids, 30 and 27.  30-year-old is a nurse 

practitioner at Grady.  27-year-old is also a nurse 

practitioner at Northside.  

I am employed with -- I do logistics.  I work for 

CentricsIT.  And I worked for Tech Data 16 years before I was 
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laid off.  

I've served on a jury about 18 years ago.  And if I 

remember correctly, it was a theft case.  I was not the 

foreperson.  And it was a mistrial.  

I have not served on the grand jury.  

No military.  

I am Baptist.  

I have an associate's degree in business with Georgia 

State.  

Number 11(a), my nephew was charged with armed 

robbery.  He served nine years.  And in my opinion, neither 

side did their job correctly.  I just -- neither side proved 

guilt or innocence.  I would not be biased.  

12 and 13, no.  

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

Good morning. 

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  37. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  

I'm Juror Number 37.  I live in Acworth.  And I've 

lived there for at least 20 years.  

I am married for 38 years.  My spouse works outside 

the home.  He works for a consulting company.  He's an 

accountant.  And he actually prepares audits and other 

documentation for attorneys and also has to testify in court 

for those attorneys, taking utility companies to court based 
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on overrating and overcharging.  

We have four children.  My oldest is 36.  And she 

is -- she works for English Island, teaching English to 

various international students.  Currently she has not been 

working because of surgery that she recently had.  

My 34-year-old actually works as an accountant in a 

accounting firm in Rome.  

My 24-year-old works for a new start-up company, mold 

and remediation company.  

And then I have a 15-year-old that is currently at 

home.  

I stay -- I'm a stay-at-home mom, and I also home 

educate my 15-year-old.  

Let's see.  Number 6, I have served on a jury before 

in Cobb County approximately three years ago.  I've been 

called several times.  I can't remember exactly.  It was -- 

what type of case?  It was a boyfriend/girlfriend case.  I 

don't remember the full dynamics of it.  I was not the 

foreperson.  And there was no deadlock.  We did reach a 

verdict.  

I have never served on the grand jury before.  

I did not serve in the military.  

I'm a Christian.  

I have a high school diploma.  

Number 11, I have a son -- okay, wait a minute.  I 
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have two different ones here, so... 

Okay.  So number 11, my 24-year-old was charged with 

a domestic situation with his girlfriend and did have charges 

brought against him, as well as he also had charges brought 

against him for possession of marijuana.  And he did have to 

serve some jail time and he was on parole.  And I do think 

that he was probably given a harsher sentence as a first-time 

accuser or -- anyway, you know what I mean.  

Number 12, I do have a close first cousin that was 

murdered about 20 years ago.  They believe that the husband 

did it, but because it was in a different state, based on the 

state laws.  The body was never recovered.  

And so for me it would basically -- based on the 

case, would depend on whether or not I could be fair and 

impartial.  

And then number 13 would be no.  

THE COURT:  Okay.  Let me just follow up.  So I'm -- 

again, as I noted at the outset, I know that sometimes 

answering these questions can bring up issues, and we're 

asking you to talk about some things that you might rather not 

talk about.  And so I'm sorry that we're even delving into 

this.  

But you mentioned there that, you know, based on the 

case would depend on whether or not I could be fair and 

impartial.  
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So I know what you had to deal with in your life was 

one thing.  This case, as I noted, involves the Paycheck 

Protection Program and issues regarding that.  Do you think 

you could be fair and impartial in this case about those 

topics given what you had to deal with in your life?  

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Yes. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  38. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Juror Number 38. 

THE COURT:  Good morning. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  

I live in Dunwoody for over 20 years.  

I am married.  My spouse does work outside the home.

No kids.  

I'm self-employed.  

I have not been on a jury before or a grand jury.

No military.  

Methodist.  

Technical school.  

No to 11.  

Yes to 12.  It was about 2020, and it was bank fraud.  

They did recover the property, but the bank would not let me 

know anything about the person that did it.  

And I could be fair and impartial.  

And no to 13. 
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THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  39. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  I'm Juror 39.  

I live in Lilburn, Georgia.  Also Roswell, Georgia.

I'm married.  My spouse works with Gwinnett County 

Health Department.  

I have two daughters, 22, 18.  

I work with Gwinnett County Schools.  

I served in a jury over 20 years ago.  It was a 

criminal case.  

Number 8, no.  

Number 9, Christian.  

THE COURT:  Sir, could you speak up just a little 

bit, please.  Thank you.  

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Okay.  

Education, I had a year of technical college.  

Number 11, no.  

12, no.  

13, no. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  40. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Juror Number 40.  

I live in Atlanta, Fulton County.  

I'm married, 40 years.  Spouse works from home.  

First day called back into the office after eight years today.  
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How about that?  

Do you have children?  Yes, one 30-year-old daughter.  

She works for the hospitalization computerized and personal 

setup for doctors.  She works out of Kansas, but she lives 

here in Georgia.  She works from home.  

I am not employed.  I'm retired.  I worked for 

various companies, management, supervisor, and retired from 

MARTA Rapid Transit, 41 years in the transportation business.

I've never served on a jury, grand jury or a jury 

before. 

Military, no military.

(Clarification by the court reporter.)

POTENTIAL JUROR:  I am the Antlered Guard major -- I 

am not -- I have not been in the military, but I am a major 

under the Antler Guard for the Improved Benevolent Protective 

Order of Elks of the World.  I'm also a grand -- past grand 

exultant ruler for them.  I'm over the State of Georgia, 

secretary of the State of Georgia.  Second scribe for the 

Northern District Council of Elks of the World.

Level of education, some college.  Went to college 

for MARTA Rapid Transit.  

Wow.  I have quite a few close friends.  I don't keep 

up what their charges were.  I'll name the biggest one.  Big 

Mike.  

Number 12, no.  
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Number 13, no. 

THE COURT:  Thank you. 

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  41.  

POTENTIAL JUROR:  I'm Juror Number 41.  

I live in Cobb County.  I have lived in Boston, 

Massachusetts; New York City; and Miami, Florida.  

No, I'm not married.  

No kids.  

I am employed.  I am the executive pastry chef, I 

work for Bold Catering.  I've also worked at the Fountain Blue 

in Miami, Red Lobster, Papadias, Seafood Kitchen, True Food 

Kitchen, all your culinary locations.  

I've never served on a jury before.  

I've never served for a grand jury.  

Not a member of the military.  

I am a member of the ICA, the International Caterers 

Association, ACF -- well, Atlanta Culinary Federation.  Delta 

Sigma Theta Sorority.  

Christian.  

Level of education, I have a double major in 

culinary, baking and pastry arts.  A bachelor's in science in 

business and food service management.  

Number 11, I do have a cousin who was falsely accused 

and charged with identity theft, fraud, assaulting a police 

officer and assault with a deadly weapon.  He was sentenced 
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for about ten years.  He was eventually released after three 

years serving.  They eventually found the body cam.  

This would honestly probably make me slightly biased.  

I'd do my best to serve, but I think this would be pretty 

biased.  

Number 12 is not applicable.  

And 13 is not applicable. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  42. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  I'm 42.  

Currently live in Unincorporated Cherokee, referred 

to as Acworth.  Before that lived in Unincorporated East Cobb, 

referred to as Marietta.  

I am married.  Spouse works for Cobb County Elections 

in the training department and also as a poll manager.  

No children.  

I'm employed doing IT security for RaceTrac.  Before 

that worked for Cetera Financial Group.  Before that was 

Cbeyond, which became Birch Communications.  

I have not served as a jury.

Not served in grand jury.

Not served in the military.  

Company belongs to some organizations of which I 

participate, but I don't hold personal memberships directly 

with them.  
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I'm also in Cobb County Search and Rescue.  

Minor bit of college, no degree.  I have some 

training related to the search and rescue.  

I was charged with -- I'm not sure if it was a county 

ordinance or the county enforcing a state rule in 2020, nolo, 

fine and I think probation on that.  

Father-in-law had a DUI a number of years ago.  

And I think a sister-in-law had some issues, but I 

don't know what the outcomes were of either one of those.

As far as victim of a crime, house broken into in  

the '90s.  Cars broken into early 2000s.  And then my 

father-in-law had some property stolen in the twenty teens.  

His perpetrator was prosecuted, caught and some property 

recovered.  

I don't think anything came of my experiences, but 

they shouldn't have any bearing on anything, so I should be 

fair and impartial.  

I don't know if there were witnesses -- if he was a 

witness in any of this stuff.  I've never been a witness in 

any other proceedings.  

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

Off the record for one moment. 

(Off-the-record discussion.) 

THE COURT:  Good morning, Juror Number 43. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  
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I currently live in Decatur.  I've previously lived 

in Carrollton, Georgia.  Dunwoody.  If you count temporary 

duty stations, I've been in Warner Robins, Georgia, and 

New Brunswick, New Jersey, and Stuttgart, Germany.  

I'm not married.  

I do have two children.  I have a five-year-old and 

16-year-old.  My 16-year-old is a gymnastics coach at a local 

gym.  And in the summertime, she's a lifeguard at a local golf 

club.  

I am employed.  I work with the Social Security 

Administration.  I'm in the US Air Force Reserves.  And I also 

work as a ramp agent for Unified to get flight benefits.  

I've never served on a jury.  

I've never served on a grand jury.  

This is my 19th year in the US Air Force Reserves.  

I have membership with a social fellowship called 

Swing Phi Swing Social Fellowship.  It's a social 

organization.  I'm also a member of the American Legion, the 

Air Force Sergeants Association within the military.  I'm part 

of the top three Air Force organization as well.  

I have two associate's degrees from the Community 

College of the Air Force.  One is in transportation 

management, the other is in human services.  I have a 

bachelor's in psychology from the University of West Georgia.  

And I have a master's in human services from Capella 

Case 1:20-cr-00296-JPB-CMS     Document 1025     Filed 06/14/24     Page 66 of 89



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT - OFFICIAL CERTIFIED TRANSCRIPT

66

University.  

11 is loaded.  My father is currently serving a life 

without parole sentence for murder.  

I have an older brother who was a police officer in 

Philadelphia and came across some charges to where he had to 

do -- I don't know the technical term, but he had to turn 

himself in on the weekends and serve time for like a year.  

And I think he also had probation.  

I have another brother who was the mastermind behind 

robberies in North Carolina.  He served a ten-year sentence.

And I have another brother who has -- well, no.  He 

has crimes that goes from vehicular homicide to drug charges 

and a lot of other stuff that I don't really know.  

My dad is still serving.  My brothers are all free.  

None of them are on probation anymore.  So all their crimes 

have been, I guess, served.  

None of those experiences will make me bias in any 

case.  

I'm not sure how to answer the victim one.  The 

murder that my dad was charged with was for my mom.  So I get 

pamphlets in the mail saying that I am a victim.  But I was 

three years old when it happened, so I don't consider myself a 

victim in that situation.  

I have been scammed and I was able to take my 

perpetrator to court and get my money back.  And I've never 
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been a witness in any legal proceedings. 

THE COURT:  Thank you, Juror Number 43.  And as with 

Juror Number 7, I appreciate very much your service to our 

country.  What was -- or what is your MOS?  

POTENTIAL JUROR:  So I am logistics.  In the Air 

Force it's called traffic management operator.  So I pretty 

much run the warehouse. 

THE COURT:  Wonderful.  Well, thank you.  And sorry 

we had to ask you about all those things that have happened to 

you in your life. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  It's okay.  I'm -- I mean -- 

THE COURT:  I appreciate your candor.  

POTENTIAL JUROR:  I'm 43, so I've been living with it 

for a while. 

THE COURT:  Very well.  

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Thank you. 

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  44. 

THE COURT:  Counsel, we'll take a break in a few 

minutes.

Go ahead, 44.  I'm sorry for interrupting you.  

POTENTIAL JUROR:  I'm 44.  

I live in McDonough, Georgia.  I've lived there the 

entire 22 years of my life.  

I did go to school in Knoxville, Tennessee, so I was 

there for three-and-a-half years.  
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I'm not married.  

I don't have kids.  

I am employed at a nonprofit called Agape Family & 

Youth Center as a youth instructor with sixth-graders.  

I've never served on a jury or a grand jury before.

Not served in the military.  

I am a Christian.  

I just graduated in December with a bachelor in 

psychology and a bachelor in bible and theology from Johnson 

University.  

And then 11, 12 and 13 are all no. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  45. 

THE COURT:  Good morning. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Good morning.  I'm 45.  

And I live in McDonough, Georgia, for the last 

25 years.  

I am married for 33 years.  My wife does work outside 

the home.  She works for a family business, which I've owned 

and -- it's a family business.  And she does the payroll and 

stuff.  

I have seven children, two stepchildren.  And if you 

want the ages -- they're all out of the house.  

THE COURT:  Just give us a rough range. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  Okay.  I can do that easier.  35 to 
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43. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  Thank you. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  The oldest is a school teacher.  

The next runs the family business now because I'm retired.  

And then the next one owns Rockwell sushi restaurants.  And 

the next one has a construction company building homes.  And 

the next daughter has -- her and her husband have chicken 

farms and she also works for AT&T.  And the next daughter 

works in forensics in New Orleans.  And the last son works as 

a captain in Florida of small boats, a captain of small boats.  

That was tough.  

I'm not employed now.  I am retired.  I had a heart 

attack a couple years ago.  My son runs the business, but I 

ran a family business all before that.  

I've never served on a jury.  

I've never served on a grand jury.  

I've never been in the military.  

I'm Baptist.  

High school education.  

My wife was charged with theft by taking about 

25 years ago and was on probation for 12 months.  

12 doesn't apply.  

And 13, she had a close friend who committed murder 

and killed her husband, and she had to testify in that.  The 

lady's still in jail.  That was 25 years ago.  And it wouldn't 

Case 1:20-cr-00296-JPB-CMS     Document 1025     Filed 06/14/24     Page 70 of 89



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT - OFFICIAL CERTIFIED TRANSCRIPT

70

make me bias. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you, Juror 45.  

We'll just do one more, then we'll take a break.  

Juror 46, go ahead. 

POTENTIAL JUROR:  I currently live in Cobb County.  

Previously I've lived in Johns Creek and Fulton County.  

I am not married.  

I don't have any children.  

I am currently employed.  I work two jobs.  I work at 

First Watch as a line cook, and I also work as a set designer 

and a haunt actor for NETHERWORLD Haunted House.  

I've never been selected to serve for a jury before.  

And I've never served in a grand jury.  

No military experience.  

No professional religious organizations.  

I have completed a bachelor's degree in culinary 

sustainability and hospitality at Kennesaw State University.  

And I'm currently going through a Google certificate program 

for IT.  

Number 11 does not apply.  

And same with 12 and 13.  But that would also make me 

biased (sic).  

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.  

We're going to take a break here in a moment, and I 

want to give you instructions before we do that.  
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Please don't talk about the case amongst yourselves 

or with anyone else.  And don't let anyone talk about the case 

with you or around you.  

Please don't discuss the questions that were asked 

during this process or any of the answers that were given.  If 

you should see any of the folks seated at the tables here, the 

attorneys, the parties, their staff, et cetera, during a 

break, do not have any conversation with them at all.  I know 

that seems like a bit much, but you might be taking about the 

Atlanta Hawks game and somebody else might hear you and think, 

oh, were they talking about the case.  And then I'd have to 

look into it and it'd probably end up being a big waste of 

everybody's time.  So just please don't do that.  

Please do not do any research, electronic or 

otherwise, about this case.  And please leave your juror card 

numbers there in the seat.  Don't take those with you.  We've 

had people take those before for some reason and then we have 

to re-laminate them and it's a hassle.  

You know, it's actually -- it's coming up on 11:45.  

So the more I think about it, I'm just going to give everyone 

an early lunch and ask Jurors 12, 14, 15, 37 and then 47 

through 52 to be back at 12:30.  Everyone else could be back 

at 12:40 or so.  I might not bring you back in just then, but 

hopefully close to that.  

Okay?  All right.  You're released for a lunch break.
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And, Counsel, if you'll also be back at 12:30, I 

would appreciate it. 

(Recess taken at 11:41 a.m.) 

- - - - - 
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C E R T I F I C A T E

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA

I do hereby certify that the foregoing pages are a true

and correct transcript of the proceedings taken down by me in 

the case aforesaid.

   This the 6th Day of February, 2024.  

    ________________________________
                   

    PENNY PRITTY COUDRIET, RMR, CRR
    OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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