
#t

UMTED SG TES DISTRICT COUFT
sotTTHEltN DISTRICT OF FJUORIDA

cAsk No. 21-60119-cR-sMITIwvAt,t,E

tlxll'ko STATES oF AvynltlcA

VS.

ROBERTO GERONEWO,

Defendant.
/

FACTUAL PROFFER

The United States of America and Roberto Geronimo (the lrefen' danf') agree that, were
. 

. ' '

this case t.o proceed to trial, the United States wouldprove beyond areasonable doubt the following

facts, among others, which occurred, in the Southern District c?f Florida: '

On or about Feàruary 6, 202ô, a federal grand jury in the Southern District of Florida

returned an.i. ndictment charging the Defendant with conspiracy to distribute five kilograms or more

of cocaine, in violation of Title 21, United States Code, Sections 846 & 841(a)(1). See Caie No.

20-20066-CRLWlLLIAMS (S.D. F1a.). At all relevant times, the Defendant knew he was under

federal indictntent, and was on bond pending trial in that case.

Starting in or around June 2020, the Defendant participated in a scheme to subm it and

cause the submission of false and fraudulent applications for loans and grants m ade available

through the Small Business'Administration to provide relief for the economic effects .caused by
- 

, ' N

the COV1D-19 pandemic, including Paycheck Protection Prègram (<TPP'') loans and Econorhic

lnjury Disaster Loans (G:E1DL''); paid kickbacks in furtherance of the scheme; and received the

roceçds from fraudulent PPP loans and EtDLS submitted op behalf of a company under hijP

control.
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In or around M ay 2020, W .D., a tax preparer who controlled a company called CM S, began

recruiting individuals with business entities to subm it false and fraudulent applications for PPP

loàns and Em tas in exchange for kickbacks. M .M . and E.M . were recruiters for W .D.

In or around June 2020, E.M . recruited the Defendant, who controlled a cqmpany called

BSC, into the schem e. On or about June 14, 2020, in the afternoon, the Defendant and E.M . met

at a Hooter's restaurant, and discussed, among other matters, that E.M . knew som eone who could

taelp the Defenbant obtain a $150,000 to $200,000 PPP loan for his liquor store, BSC, for a 20%

fee. Based on a prior PPP loan applicationwthat Was not submitted as pal4 of this consptracy and

t; (j tationthat coptained accurate information about BS , the Defendant knew what payroll ocumen

was required to obtain a PPP loan and that individuals subject to federal indictment, like himself,

were ineligible.

Op or about June 14, 2020, at approximately 3:30 p.m ., the Defendant sent a W hatsApp

message to E.M . attaching a February 2020 bank statem ent for BSC. On or about Jupe 14, 2020,

between approximately 3:30 p.m . and 3:37 p.m ., E.M . sent to M .M . via W hatsApp the February

20202 2SC bank statement, photographs of the front and back of the Dèfendant's Florida driver's

license, and the following information about BSC seeking a PPP loan for $400,000 for 12

j 'emP OyeCS.

BUSINESS E+ //82-3242040
BUSINESS NAME: EMSC)
INCORPORATED DATE: 10/19/2017
SS//EREDACTED)
CONTACT//IREDACTED)
E< IL: lREDAcTEDq@hothzail.com
40011 47 employees

On or about June 18, 2020, throggh a loan processor based in Redwood City, California

that utilized servers in Northern Virginia tô proùess PPP loan applications (toan Processor //1''),

2
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a PPP loan application was subm itted electronically on behalf of BSC using an P Address ending

in .64 that was associated with W .D.'S company, CM S. The BSC PPP loan application subm itted

electronically through Loan Processor //1 requested a PPP loan in thç amount of $249,990

purportedly to pay a monthly payroll of approximately $99,996 for 12 employees. An IRS Form

941-SS (titled, 'EEmployer's Quartqrly Federal Tax Return'') for the first quarter (January,

February, and March) of 2020 was attached to the application, which purported to report that BSC

had 12 employees and quarterly wages of $375,400. Florida Department of Revenue records for

BSC shôw payroll expenses did not exceed $12,770 for no more than two salaried employees

during the first quarter (January, February, and March) of 2020.

A subsequent search of CM S'S office revealed photographs of the front and back of the

Defendant's Florida driver's license and an electronic version of the same 1RS Form 941-SS for

BSC on the CM S server. In addition, law enforcem ent found paper records related to BSC'S

fraudulent PPP loan, including corporate records for BSC, and an approval letter regarding BSC'S

PPP loan application. The corporate records contained handwritten notes with the Defendant's

social security number, telephone number, birthdate, and address.

On or about June 18, 2020, based on the representations m ade in the loan application

paperwork and supporting documents, BSC'S PPP loan application was approved by Bank

Processor #1. On or about June 19, 2020, Baflk #2, a tinancial institution insured by the Federal

Deposit Insurance Corporation, wired approximately $249,990 in PPP loan probeeds into a BSC

bank account ending in -1104 for which the Defendant was an authorized signatory. Prior to the
I .

receiving the approximately $249,990 in fraudulent PPP loan proceeds, BSC'S bank account had

a balance of approximately $732.
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